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Article Focus: 

 

This week, our Right’s Respecting focus has been on World Day Against Child Labour, 

which falls on 12th June every year. It’s a day to remind us of the 246 million children who 

have to work to survive, a lot of the time in dangerous conditions. Worldwide, there are over 

246 million children age 5–17 who have to work. Around 171 million children have to do 

work that is so dangerous it could seriously damage their health. Most of them have no 

chance of going to school, even in the evening, so are unlikely to ever be able to improve 

their lives.  

In assembly this week, the children explored this day and listened to the story of two young 

children who have been victims of unlawful child labour. Following this, the children 

discussed the rights that these children were being denied, here were their comments: 

• Article 6 - the rights to life, survival and development, as 

some of the children are working in dangerous conditions. 

• Article 12 - respect for the views of the child, as they don’t 

want to do this work but they aren’t being listened to.  

• Article 19 - protection from violence, abuse and neglect, as 

the children are facing dangerous situations sometimes and 

aren’t always treated in a kind, fair way.  

• Article 24 - health and health services, as sometimes the 

work can affect the children’s health.  

• Article 28 - the right to an education, as the children are 

having to work long hours (sometimes as long as 12 in a 

day, 7 days a week) and so they don’t have time to go to 

school. 

• Article 31 - right to leisure, play and culture, as the children 

don’t have free time.  

• Article 32 - child labour, as they are in some situations 

forced to work.  

 


