
Reading at VIPS at Leybourne Chase - KS2 and Year 2 
 

1. Introduction: 
 
At VIPS at Leybourne Chase, our Reading curriculum is delivered in two key parts: through Novel Study lessons and the use of 
Accelerated Reader. Daily Novel Study lessons provide children with the opportunity to be taught, and to develop their, reading 
comprehension skills and to allow them to know, remember and understand more about reading. Accelerated Reader is used as a 
tool to enable children to further apply this knowledge by quizzing on stories that they have been reading (see Appendix II). 
Children have the opportunity to quiz at home and in school, allowing teachers to monitor home learning, and results of quizzes are 
recorded on the system, enabling staff to track progress throughout the year.   
  
Our curriculum aims to be accessible to all, helping to maximise the development of every child’s ability and academic achievement 
in the area of Reading. The curriculum also aims to raise the profile of reading, providing children with opportunities to be read to 
and to read to others and also allowing children to engage in book talk and share their opinions. Through this approach, Novel 
Study, and the use of Accelerated Reader in school and at home, should enable children to know more about authors, the author’s 
intentions for the audience, to remember more about vocabulary and understand how to use and apply their reading skills to impact 
upon their reading comprehension progression.  
 

2. Definition: 
 
“…Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and 
discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-
fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, 
and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter 
words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of 
wonder and joy for curious young minds.” National Curriculum 2014 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Aims and Objectives: 

At VIPS at Leybourne Chase we aim for our reading curriculum to encourage children to develop a love of reading, helping to 
promote imagination, creativity and for our children to become life-long learners. Our goal is to create a positive reading culture in 
our school and for this to extend into the home, making reading an integral part of our children’s daily lives.  

The reading curriculum at VIPS at Leybourne Chase is delivered through Novel Study lessons for Years 2-6. The delivery and 
content of the curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils: 

o read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
o develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  
o acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and 

spoken language  
o appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  
o write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and 

audiences  
o use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas  
o are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating 

in debate 
 
The use of Accelerated Reader as a monitoring tool enables children, teachers and parents to track their reading development, 
providing an understanding of their reading level and encouraging children to be exposed to comprehension questions on a regular 
basis.  
Children are encouraged to quiz once a week on a story that they have been reading (once a fortnight for children reading chapter 
books) and they have the opportunity to do this both at home and in school. Teachers monitor this through their own AR pages, 
where they can track quizzes being taken and percentage pass rates. The aims of using AR as a tool for reading development 
include: 

• To encourage children to read a wide range of stories 

• To continue to develop their comprehension skills through frequent exposure to comprehension questions 

• To bridge the gap between home and school learning 

• Raising the profile of reading at home 

• To provide a tool that is accessible to children of all ability levels  



• To provide staff with a clear monitoring tool for analysing attainment and progress 
 

3.1 Intent, Implementation, Impact 
 

Intent Implementation Impact 

To provide children with a rich and varied 
diet of texts to promote a love of reading. 
To give pupils a clear purpose to their 
reading.   

• Choose rich and exciting texts 
which the children can connect 
with. 

• Teachers to carefully select texts 
chosen and be able to justify their 
choices, e.g. links to termly 
themes, high quality vocabulary 
etc.  

• Teachers to model reading age-
appropriate and high-level texts to 
inspire children to do the same.  

• Teacher should select a wide 
range of books that encourage the 
development of key areas, 
including: word reading, literal 
understanding and retrieval, 
inference, response to text, 
fluency and phrasing 

• Ensure that there are a range of 
texts available in the library for 
each ZPD range, so that children 
can quiz on a range of text types.  

• Create a reading environment that 
is engaging and stimulating, 

• Children to be motivated and 
enthusiastic readers. 

• Children can independently select 
texts that are of high-quality.  

• Children will generally 
demonstrate a positive attitude 
towards reading.  

• Children can confidently discuss 
how their texts in Novel Study 
and/or English lessons link to the 
termly themes within the school. 
They can share related vocabulary 
surrounding the theme.  

• Children read more regularly at 
home and quiz an average of 1 
time a week (once a fortnight for 
chapter books).  

• Children of all abilities will be able 
to access reading comprehension 
activities.  



including book corners and 
displays that promote reading.  

•  Library – Children visit our well-
stocked library to choose books 
from our AR collection. 

To develop children’s comprehension 
skills. 

• Ensure that Novel Study planning 
is consistently at a high quality and 
that it meets the skills set out in 
the National Curriculum. Lessons 
should provide children with the 
opportunity to answer a range of 
question types.  

• Adapt the curriculum to suit all 
children’s needs 

• Teachers to monitor the children’s 
use of AR and ensure that they 
quiz regularly. Teachers should 
follow up with children who aren’t 
quizzing in line with the school’s 
expectations.  

• Engage in book talk during reading 
sessions and create a reading 
culture through displays in the 
school. 

• Teachers should model reading, 
including reading with expression 
and to punctuation. Teachers 

• To ensure reading progression, 
including in termly data.  

• More children will achieve age 
related expectations at the end of 
their cohort year.  

• Children will have increased their 
familiarity with different question 
types and, as a result, have 
confidence when faced with a 
reading assessment. 

 



should also model responses to 
comprehension questions.  

To develop verbal reading skills and 
reading fluency of all children. 

• When reading aloud, teachers 
should model reading with 
expression, intonation, pace and 
to punctuation. 

• Provide frequent opportunities for 
shared and independent reading 
so that pupils can develop 
confidence and fluency of reading 
in a safe setting among their 
peers.  

• Teachers monitor children’s 
progress on Accelerated Reader 
on a weekly basis.  

• Children will have developed life-
long reading skills, improving their 
ability to read (and confidence 
when reading) a text. 

• Children will become fluent 
readers and will be able to use the 
correct expression, intonation or 
pace to reflect the content of the 
novel. 

• To develop and improve children’s 
oracy skills.  

To enable children to make links across 
genres, between authors and to their own 
experiences.  
To encourage confidence in book talk 
and understanding of author choice. 

• Every Novel Study lesson will 
involve high-quality discussions 
about the text.  

• Reading displays in the school will 
raise the profile of reading and 
provide children with 
recommendations for books.  

•  Library – Children visit our well-
stocked library to choose books 
from our AR collection. 

• Children will be able to make clear 
links between different genres, 
identifying similarities and 
differences and will be able to 
discuss themes with confidence 
and clarity. 

• Children will understand author’s 
intentions, can reflect on different 
writing styles / techniques and can 
identify and discuss a range of 
writing conventions. 

• Children will be able to reflect on 
their own experiences in relation to 
the novel being studied and 
discuss the comparisons between 
the two. 



• To encourage a love of reading 
and to promote enthusiasm and 
enjoyment towards reading. 

• To create a positive reading 
culture at school.  

• Pupils will enjoy reading across a 
range of genres and will have a 
good knowledge of a range of 
authors.  

To develop and extend children’s 
vocabulary.  

• Vocabulary on the working wall. 
New words will be added to the 
board during each Novel Study 
lesson and at the end of each 
week.  

• Each Novel Study session begins 
with vocabulary, including 
previously explored vocabulary 
and any new vocabulary.  

• Reading at home - all children are 
expected to read at home at least 
5 times a week. This is carefully 
monitored by teachers to ensure 
that children are getting the 
practice they need to enable 
progress towards fluency. 

• Children will be able to produce 
effective written work of a similar 
standard in all areas of the 
curriculum which evidences good 
progress. 

• Children will develop a wide 
vocabulary base on which to draw 
from when developing their own 
written compositions. 

• Children’s own vocabulary will 
show improvement and verbal 
interactions will be enriched. 

• To develop and improve children’s 
oracy skills.  

To give children a clear purpose to their 
reading.  

• Texts are carefully chosen and 
carefully picked to reflect the 
school’s termly themes and topics 
that are being explored in the 
class.  

• To encourage children to make 
cross-curricular links with what 
they have read to other curriculum 
areas e.g. history, geography and 
science.  



• Book talk is integral to the lesson, 
allowing the children opportunity to 
express their views and opinions 
surrounding a story.  

• Children can discuss how their 
books in class relate to the 
school’s termly themes.  

• Children will generally have a 
positive attitude to reading and will 
be increasingly confident to talk 
about books.  

Create a home-school partnership for 
reading.  

• Allow children the opportunity to 
quiz on books at home and 
encourage them to engage in book 
talk with their parents/carers.  

• All children to have access to AR 
so that the curriculum is adapted 
to meet all children’s needs.   

• Reading at home - all children are 
expected to read at home at least 
5 times a week. This is carefully 
monitored by teachers to ensure 
that children are getting the 
practice they need to enable 
progress towards fluency. 

• Teachers monitor reading quizzes 
on a weekly basis to address 
strengths, areas for development 
and those children who aren’t 
engaging with the quizzes.  

• Ensure that parents are informed 
of the school’s reading curriculum, 
including what AR is and how 
children can quiz. Parents to be 
able to monitor the children’s 
quizzing.  

• To create a life-long love of 
learning and ability to read for 
pleasure.  

• Children will recognise reading as 
an important and enjoyable part of 
their daily routine.  

• Children will develop life-long 
reading skills and will have 
increased their confidence with 
reading.  

• Parents and carers will have a 
good understanding of how they 
can support reading at home.  



 

3.2 Curriculum Objectives: 

National Curriculum Subject content: Key stage 1 

Pupils (Year 2) should be taught:  
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:  
- listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read independently  
- discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related  
- becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales  
- being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways  
- recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry  
- discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary  
- discussing their favourite words and phrases  
- continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to 
make the meaning clear  
Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by:  
- drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  
- checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading  
- making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  
- answering and asking questions  
- predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  
- participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for themselves, 
taking turns and listening to what others say  
- explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those that they 
read for themselves. 
 
National Curriculum Subject content: Key stage 2 
 
Pupils (Years 3 and 4) should be taught: 
Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:  



- listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  
- reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  
- using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read  
- increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally  
- identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  
- preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and 
action  
- discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination  
- recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry]  
Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  
- checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context  
- asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 
evidence  
- predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
- identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these  
- identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  
- retrieve and record information from non-fiction  
- participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening 
to what others say. 
 
Pupils (Years 5 and 6) should be taught to:  
Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:  
- continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  
- reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  
- increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from 
our  literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions  
- recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices  
- identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing  
- making comparisons within and across books  
- learning a wider range of poetry by heart  
- preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the 



meaning is clear to an audience  
Understand what they read by:  
- checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context  
- asking questions to improve their understanding  
- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 
evidence  
- predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
- summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas  
- identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning  
- discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader  
- distinguish between statements of fact and opinion  
- retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction  
- participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and 
others’ ideas and challenging views courteously  
- explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining 
a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary  
- provide reasoned justifications for their views. 
 

4. Teaching and Learning 
 
At VIPS at Leybourne Chase, reading is taught through the Novel Study approach. There is a clear structure to the teaching of 
Novel Study to ensure consistency and allow for the progression of skills, enabling children to know, understand and remember 
more with their reading (see appendix I - Novel Study at Leybourne Chase and Sample Planning). Novel Study is taught by the 
class teacher and, where possible, the texts used link to the school’s overarching termly themes allowing the children to make links 
to other areas of their learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.1 Pedagogy 
 
 

Teaching 
Sequence in 
Novel Study 

Pre-reading activity focussed on vocabulary and 
recapping the story (this could include, but not 
limited to: a quiz, freeze-frames, debates, hot-
seating and a music or image stimulus). 

Possible 
pedagogical 
approaches 
used in Novel 
Study 

 

Behaviourism  - Direct teacher instruction (informing children what to 
read, how much to read and how quickly to read). 
- Modelling of skills and techniques (reading with 
expression, intonation and pace). 
- Demonstration (of how to respond to a certain question 
type). 
- Teaching backwards (know what we want the pupils to 
achieve in terms of developing their reading, knowing the 
pupils reading starting point to inform the steps to take to 
achieve the end point). 

Teacher reading – modelling expression, intonation 
and pace. 

Unfamiliar vocabulary shared and defined 
throughout.  

Constructivism - Inquiry-based learning (making predictions based on the 
front cover of the novel). 

Children to answer rapid (60 second) retrieval 
questions in multiple choice form.  

Social 
Constructivism 

- Teacher modelling (reading with expression, intonation 
and pace). 
- Questioning (use of Bloom’s Taxonomy to inform  
- Mix of individual, paired and group learning 

Children read aloud in a reading carousel. 
Opportunity to discuss us of expression, tone, pace 
and reading to punctuation.  

Children answer a range of find and copy 
questions. VIPERS are considered when 
generating these.  

Related follow-up task for ‘early finishers’. 

 

Liberationism  - Pupil-led learning (children to generate own VIPERS 
questions and to lead on high-quality discussions about 
the texts). 
- Opportunities to showcase learning (through the pre-
reading activities or through the responses to the 
questions). 

 

Sharing answers, exploring what constitutes a 
‘model’ answer. Peer- / Self- marking. 

Learning, 
Working and 
Talking like an 
author 

- Being introduced to the unfamiliar vocabulary that the 
author has used. 
- Defining the vocabulary. 



- High expectations of pupils using the new vocabulary in 
their own writing / verbal discussions. 

Shared or independent reading – children are set 
an amount of time to complete the reading in. 

 

VIPERS Questions – a range of question types is 
explored over the course of a unit (such as Find 
and Copy, Rapid Retrieval, Multiple Choice, 
Sequencing, Summarising chapters or novels, 
Predictions, Inference, Author Intent). 

Related follow-up task for ‘early finishers’. 

  

Sharing answers, exploring what constitutes a 
‘model’ answer. 

Peer- / Self- / Teacher/TA-assessed marking. 

  

 
A more detailed breakdown of the Novel Study teaching sequence can be found in Appendix I.  
 

4.2 Subject Content and Scheme of Work 
 
Teachers will plan to ensure that full coverage of the key skills are covered – through the Novel Study approach and relating to the 
Reading curriculum for their year group.  
 
Key skills include:  
2a. Give / explain the meaning of words in context. 
2b. Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-fiction. 
2c. Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph. 
2d. Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text. 
2e. Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
2f. Identify / explain how information / narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole. 
2g. Identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases. 



2h. Make comparisons within the text 
 
These skills aim to be developed through effective use of questioning, book talk and use of VIPERS question and answer stems. 
Planning of these lessons will ensure that the texts are high quality (this includes texts being pitched towards the higher end of the 
reading range in each class) and that there is a clear, consistent structure to the teaching of Novel Study throughout the school 
(see Appendix I for a breakdown of the teaching sequence). 
 
The regular use of Accelerated Reader also aims to develop these skills through regular exposure to comprehension questions. 
Once the children finish their reading book, they will log in to their AR account and complete a pre-made ‘quiz’ on the book. 
Quizzes vary in length and difficulty dependent on the child’s ZPD level and the book’s age range e.g. lower years, middle years, 
upper years (see Appendix II). These quizzes encourage the children to answer multiple choice questions based on the story.  
 
 

4.3 Differentiation 
Novel Study sessions are designed to support all learners in their reading development. Teachers should consider effective ways of 
catering for all learners when planning for novel study lessons, for those who may require further support and those who are higher 
ability readers. The curriculum should be adapted to support these needs, this could include, but is not limited to: 

• Differentiated questions e.g. a challenge available for children who are more confident and competent readers 

• Targeted support such as 1:1 reading opportunities with a  

• Peer support e.g. a child on the SEN register or with SEN support being paired with a child/children who is a higher ability 
reader  

• Questions printed out so that children with additional needs do not have to worry about reading from the board and 
responding 

• Answer stems available to guide and structure responses to questions 
 
The use of Accelerated Reader in school enables the children to access reading materials and comprehension questions at their 
individual reading level. Star Reading assessments (see Appendix II) conducted 4 times a year provide the children with a ZPD 
(Zone of Proximal Development) level and the children access and quiz on books within their individual ZPD/reading range. The 
aim of this is to encourage and enable each and every child to make progress with their reading through engaging with books and 
quizzes tailored to their individual needs.  
 
 



4.4 Resources 
 
All lessons should be resourced appropriately. Resources for lessons should include: 

• Class set of the text being covered (minimum of 1 between 2) 

• Individual Novel Study exercise books. These books should contain a title page which includes the key vocabulary for each 
text 

• Pencils or pens for recording responses and rulers for children to follow the text 

• Word wall/word bank to collect vocabulary from the text - this could be a flipchart or part of a display 

• Any resources required for children with additional needs e.g. a printed copy of the questions 

• Access to an iPad or computer for quizzing on AR 
 

5. Monitoring and Assessment 
 

5.1 Assessment 
Assessment is an integral part of the teaching process for reading. Class teachers will make judgements on the children’s reading 
development using the relevant National Curriculum objectives for their class, formative assessment strategies and (long) termly 
summative assessments. Teachers will monitor the children’s ability to meet different reading skills through use of continuous 
formative assessment and will use this alongside the summative assessments to judge progress. This may be through marking 
books, questioning or discussions with pupils to determine where there are gaps in knowledge or understanding. Teachers will be 
able to recognise gaps in skills through the VIPERS independent comprehension section of a lesson and can use this to adapt 
planning if necessary, either for the whole class or for individuals. Summative assessments will be conducted three times a year 
(terms 1, 3 and 5) and will be triangulated alongside teacher judgement and evidence in books to help to create an accurate picture 
of children’s attainment and progress. Gap analysis during these summative assessments will also help to identify areas for 
development and those of strength both at an individual, and a whole class, level helping to determine next steps for learning.  
 
Summative Accelerated Reader assessments (Star Reading tests) are conducted in terms 1, 2, 4 and 6. These assessments 
provide teachers with the opportunity to monitor progress and attainment and also provide reading ages of the children. Once an 
assessment has been complete, the children are provided with a ZPD level (see Appendix II) which indicates the level of books 
they should be reading and quizzing on. The aim of this is to encourage children to read widely within their attainment level to 
support them in making progress with their reading fluency and comprehension.  

 



5.2 Monitoring 
Teaching and learning for Novel Study is monitored by the reading team (Y2-6) and other members of the school’s Senior 
Leadership Team. In order to effectively monitor the content and delivery of lessons and to ensure that children know, remember 
and understand more about reading, Novel Study will be monitored through the following: 

o Learning walks 
o Book looks alongside discussions with teachers 
o Discussion surrounding planning  
o Discussion with children  
o Observations  
o Moderation 
o Staff meetings 
o Pupil progress meetings 
o Summative test results - terms 1, 3 and 5 
o Termly Reading Data Progress - terms 2, 4 and 6  
o Learning environment - e.g. vocabulary and reading displays  

 
Accelerated Reader quizzes are to be monitored weekly by the class teacher to ensure that children are engaging with their reading 
books. Children are expected to quiz at least once a week or once a fortnight for chapter books. Weekly monitoring of the classes 
quizzing records will enable the class teacher to identify those children who are not quizzing or who may not be interpreting and/or 
understanding what they have read and are achieving less than 85% on their quizzes. This will then enable the teacher to address 
the issue if the child is not reading regularly and where a child may not be achieving the pass mark consistently, will provide the 
teacher with the chance to identify potential reasons for this.  
If the class teacher does identify any children who are either not engaging with their reading or who are consistently not passing 
their weekly quizzes, then the class teacher will take the following actions: 

• The teacher will speak with the child to discuss their reading and to try and identify and challenges or barriers to reading. 
They will then try to support the child, where possible, to help encourage them to read and to read books that interest them 
and that are at their ability level.  

• If required, the class teacher will speak with the child’s parents to discuss their child’s reading behaviours at home and in 
school and will use this discussion to put support in place where required.  

• If the first action does not support the child in engaging with or developing their confidence in their reading, the class teacher 
will notify the reading lead, who will work with the class teacher, the child and (if required) the child’s parents to address the 
situation and to put support in place.  



• If neither of the above actions have an impact in encouraging reading engagement, then a member of SLT will be informed 
to further support the child, associated members of staff and parents in addressing the barrier to learning.  

 
The aim of this monitoring process is to ensure that the children are accessing reading regularly and are engaging with reading 
materials that will support their development in their word reading and comprehension.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Appendix I - Novel Study Teaching Sequence 
 

 
What is Novel Study? 
 
The core curriculum for Novel Study (Reading) aims to ensure that all pupils:  
-  read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
- develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  
- acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language  
- appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  
- write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences  
- use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas  
- are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in 
debate 
 
 
Novel Study Lessons 
 
Novel Study should be timetabled daily and should be delivered by the class teacher. The session should last for approximately ½ 
hour.  
 
Yr 2 - 1.30-2.00 
KS2 - 9.00-9.30  
 
Resources for a lesson: 

• Copies of class text - enough for 1 between 2 minimum  

• Each child should have a novel study workbook (same as English books) 



• Somewhere dedicated to record vocabulary from Novel Study e.g. display, flipchart etc.  

• Questions - these could be planned on a PowerPoint for ease  
 
 
Teaching Sequence: 
 
 

  

5-minute recap The first 5 minutes of each lesson should be spent revising 
learnt vocabulary and introducing new vocabulary. Vocabulary 
from the text should be recorded (e.g. on a flipchart) so that 
teachers and children can refer back to it.  
Children should be encouraged to recall the definition of the 
word, put the word into a sentence and to recall how it was 
used in the story they are exploring.  
 
Any new vocabulary from the section of text that you are 
reading should also be introduced at this time.  
 
Time may also be given to quickly summarise what has 
happened so far.  

Teacher Read The next stage is for the teacher to read a section of the story. 
This could be a few pages or a few paragraphs depending on 
the type of book, focus for the lesson and the class context.  
 
Whilst reading, the children should follow along with their own 
copy of the book (or in pairs). Children should be encouraged 
to raise their hands if they come across a word that they are 
unsure of. This should be addressed and added to your word 
bank.  
 



Teachers should ensure that whilst they are reading they 
should model expression, intonation and pace, as well as 
reading to punctuation.  
 

60-Second 
Retrieval 

Once the teacher has read the section of text, the children will 
answer some multiple-choice retrieval questions (between 6 
and 10). These questions will be based on what has been 
read by the teacher in the lesson so far. Each question will 
encourage the children to recall information that they have 
come across and will be asked in multiple choice form e.g.  
What time of day was it at the beginning of the chapter? 

a) Noon 
b) Mid-day 
c) Dawn 

The teacher should go through the questions, reading them 
aloud. The children should record which answer they think is 
correct ‘a, b or c’ in their Novel Study exercise book. 
Once complete, the questions should then be removed from 
the board and then the answers can be shared.  
 

Carousel Read In this stage, the children will read short passages from the 
text. This may involve children reading a few lines or 
paragraphs. Children will be chosen by the teacher to read 
and the aim is to hear most children read by the end of a 
week’s learning.  
 
During this time, teachers should give feedback on children’s 
reading, considering things such as reading to punctuation 
and using expression.  
 

Find and Copy Once the children have read the section planned, the children 
will be given between 3 and 5 ‘find and copy’ questions.  



Questions should direct children to a page or paragraph 
where they can find the relevant information e.g. find and copy 
the word from page 5 which means the same as angry.  
Teachers should read the questions to the children to ensure 
clarity, before then giving them time to complete.  
Consider how children with SEN are supported during this 
time. Is there a challenge available for HA? 
 
Once completed, share the answers with the children.  
 

Independent 
Reading 

The final section of the lesson, children will read 
independently to a point in the story, as directed by the 
teacher.  
This can provide another opportunity for the teacher to sit and 
read with children who may require additional support.  

Independent 
Comprehension 

Once they have read independently, the children will then be 
given a set of 6 questions which they will answer 
independently in their exercise books. These questions should 
cover the range of reading skills children are required to 
develop: 
2a. Give / explain the meaning of words in context. 
2b. Retrieve and record information / identify key details from 
fiction and non-fiction. 
2c. Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph. 
2d. Make inferences from the text / explain and justify 
inferences with evidence from the text. 
2e. Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
2f. Identify / explain how information / narrative content is 
related and contributes to meaning as a whole. 
2g. Identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice 
of words and phrases. 
2h. Make comparisons within the text 



 
These questions should also be developed according to the 
types of responses you want from the children e.g.  

• Multiple choice 

• Ranking/ordering 

• Matching 

• Labelling 

• Find and copy 

• Short constructed response (using the text where 
appropriate) 

• Extended constructed response (using the text where 
appropriate) 

 
In order to ensure that the questions meet each of the skills, 
the reading VIPERS structure will be used. Questions will be 
set out based on each of the skills the letter in VIPERS 
represents: 
 
V - vocabulary 
I - inference 
P - prediction  
E - explanation 
R - retrieval 
S - summary 
 
On the PowerPoint, questions will be written adjacent to the 
relevant skill letter, rather than being numbered 1-6.  
 
The children should answer these independently and time can 
then be spent discussing answers following this.  
 

 



Due to time, these sessions will be split to allow opportunities for book talk and discussion around reading skills and responses.  
 
The lesson structures will run as follows: 
Lesson 1 - 5-minute vocabulary, teacher read, 60 second retrieval, carousel read, find and copy.  
Lesson 2 - 5-minute vocabulary, independent/teacher read, independent comprehension.  
Lesson 3 - 5-minute vocabulary, teacher read, 60 second retrieval, carousel read, find and copy. 
Lesson 4 - 5-minute vocabulary, independent/teacher read, independent comprehension. 
Lesson 5 - vocabulary focus, children read their books independently - opportunity for teacher to read with children 1:1.  
 
The vocabulary session should run on the teacher’s PPA day and whichever day in the other week they choose. This means that 
the order could be different to the one outlined above.  
 
 
 
Supporting children with SEN and SEN support 
 
Consideration should be given to the best/most effective ways to support children with SEN/SEN support during Novel Study 
sessions, some examples could include:  

• Pairing children with a higher ability reader to support them with reading 

• Printing off copies of the questions so that they don’t have to rely on reading from the board 

• Reading answer stems e.g. I think….because  

• 1:1 support with TA (if required and where possible) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading VIPERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Independent comprehension questions will be based around the key skill areas outlined above. The Reading VIPERS covers the 8 
question/skill areas (2a-2h) that the children are required to know how to answer.  
The aim of this consistent practise with all question types is that children will know, understand and remember more about these 
key skills, what questions will look like and the most effective ways to answer these.  
 
Monitoring 
 
Time should be taken in each lesson for responses to questions to be marked. Teachers should be aware of those children who are 
making good progress with skills and should also be aware of areas where there are gaps, both as a whole class and with 
individuals.  
Setting the questions out using the VIPERS format should allow teachers to quickly identify questions that children have found a 
challenge.  
 



Example of Presentation and Expectations in Books: 

 
 
 



 

Appendix II - AR Information 
 

Rationale of Accelerated Reader (AR) and STAR Reading:  

Reading, writing and maths are the necessary foundations on which all additional learning must be built. This policy aims to help teachers to 
improve children’s futures by flourishing academically and developing a lifetime of learning.  

We recognise that every child is unique. Children learn in different ways and at their own individual pace. Our literacy policy is designed around 
this premise, enabling teachers to evaluate a child’s attainment and then tailor their learning programme accordingly. We make sure that every 
child can experience accelerated learning in an environment that is safe and non- threatening, fostering successful practice working towards 
learning objectives and longer-term goals.  

About Accelerated Reader  

Accelerated Reader (AR) is the world’s most popular reading management so ware. Used in thousands of schools across the UK, AR helps 
teachers to monitor students’ regular reading practice. It gives teachers the information they need to ensure that students are habitually reading 
and understanding the books that will best develop their reading skills.  

How Accelerated Reader works  

A student’s reading level is determined by a STAR Reading assessment. This is a computer-adaptive test that takes approximately 10 minutes 
to complete. It gives rise to the student’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), which is the ideal range of text complexity for that student. 
Students achieve the most significant gains in reading skills when they read books that are neither so easy as to be unchallenging nor so hard 
as to be frustrating.  

AR Book Levels are determined with the ATOS readability formula, which measures the complexity of the text of an entire book. The formula 
takes into account the average sentence length, average word length, the difficulty of the words used and the total number of words in the 
book.  

Using Book Levels and their reading range as a guide, the student then chooses books that interest them and reads them. A free online book-
searching tool AR Book Finder allows students, teachers and parents to find interesting books at the appropriate level.  



After finishing a book, students take an online Reading Practice quiz within AR. These quizzes check that the student has understood the book 
and provides an opportunity to praise the student and give verbal or written feedback.  

The Home Connect feature notifies parents and guardians when the student has taken quizzes and allows them to monitor progress from 
home.  

Over 25,000 quizzes are available with AR; approximately 2500 are added every year. In addition to Reading Practice Quizzes, many high-
frequency texts also have Vocabulary Practice Quizzes and Literacy Skills Quizzes, which test 24 higher-order thinking skills. Students can 
take AR quizzes in school using a computer, iPhone, iPad, iTouch or NEO 2.  

Comprehensive reports allow teachers and senior leaders to monitor students’ progress and to determine the effectiveness of intervention. The 
reports flag students who are at risk of falling below benchmark levels of attainment and enable teachers to determine what steps are 
necessary to improve their attainment. This ongoing monitoring of reading practice, combined with periodic STAR assessments, provides 
teachers with valuable data to inform their instruction and gives students a persistent motivation to make progress with their reading.  
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