
Welcome to a 
morning of

Maths 
at Leybourne Chase

Please feel free to have a 
look at the resources on the 

tables and have a go!



How do we teach maths at 
Leybourne Chase?



Our approach builds gradually - from handling 
"concrete" things, to drawing one-to-one 
"pictorial" representations of them, to 
eventually understanding and using the 
mysterious "abstract" symbols with confidence.



We can touch, we can 
hold, we can feel these 
things. 



We can still touch, hold 
and move these but they 
are pictures not real 
objects.

We can still touch, hold 
and move these but they 
are representations not 
real oranges. 



These are pictures too, but 
this time they cannot be 
moved. 



Here the child has drawn 
cakes to represent cakes, 
but they may draw dots 
or shapes, becoming 
more abstract. 

The next step is to use 
numbers, this is now 
abstract.



Finally, the child is able 
to work in an abstract 
way, understanding 
what each number 
represents. 





At Leybourne Chase we aim, through well planned and 
engaging lessons, to create a sense of excitement and curiosity 
around mathematics. Children are encouraged to make links 
between what they are learning and the world around them. 

As children at Leybourne Chase learn mathematics, they are 
acquiring fluency in mental methods as well as written 
methods. 

The high-quality mathematics education we endeavor to 
provide builds a foundation for understanding the world, the 
ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the 
beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment 
and curiosity about the subject and the recognition that maths 
is essential to everyday life. 

We believe in a ‘teaching to mastery’ curriculum where 
children develop as successful, confident young 
mathematicians. 



Procedural 
Fluency

Conceptual 
Understanding

Balance

Integration
You need both aspects ,

one does not work 
without the other.

Things you just 
have to know, and 
recall them quickly!

NUMBER FACTS!

Understanding and 
using your number 

facts

THE HOW & WHY!

3 X 4 = 12 3 X ? = 12
12 ÷ ? = 3



‘Deep understanding – We have 
developed a curriculum, where pupils 
spend more time on fewer topics. They 
explore concepts using objects, 
conversation and problem-solving to build 
confidence in their understanding.’ 

Simply put, just because 
a child can count to 100 
does not mean that they 
should be calculating 
with big numbers. 

Size of a number does not 
necessarily matter, it’s what you can 
do with it.



And ask your child!

https://www.leybournechase.viat.org.uk/



‘Many of us have developed a ‘fixed mindset’ and 
believe being good at maths is purely something 
you are born with.’ 

‘Firstly, as parents we need to be conscious of 
not passing our maths hang-ups on to our 
children. We are ALL capable of doing maths.’ 

‘I’m not absolutely sure how to do this, shall we puzzle it out together...’

‘Show me how you have been doing this at school...’

‘Shall we look at the website together, perhaps you will recognise the method’



Recommended by
http://www.mathematicsmastery.org/ 



‘And mastery of maths means a 
deep, long-term, secure and 
adaptable understanding of the 
subject…’

In addition, just a small matter of… 








