
Year 1 Home learning during school closure
20th April 2020

Welcome to Term 5! I hope you all had a lovely Easter. Please do not hesitate to contact me with 
any questions or if you would like to share your children’s work: 
e.munn@leybournechase.viat.org.uk. 

Our school theme for this term is ‘Aspiration and Inspiration’. The key words for this theme will be 
PASSION, DREAMS and FAILURE and our overarching question that I would like the children to 
consider at the end of our topic will be “What happens when things go wrong?”. We will be 
focusing on astronauts as our inspirational figures and therefore our English texts will also tie in 
with the theme of Space to an extent. We will start with Beegu by Alexis Deacon and move onto 
The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield. Please do not worry if you don’t have a copy or do not want to 
order online – there are read-aloud versions online. In Maths, we are going to learn money and 
time. 

For afternoon lessons, after feedback, we have decided we will plan a weekly task rather than a 
different lesson every day. So each Monday you will receive a task for the week alongside Music 
and PE activities. Week One’s task will be D.T. based. Please find below. 

Keep safe and well. Please say hello to all the children for me. 

Mrs Wahl

Essentials:

Please:

∑ Read with your child for 10 minutes daily.
∑ Watch Newsround and discuss with your child 
∑ Do ten minutes pre-cursive handwriting practise with your child using the weekly spellings. 
∑ Complete some daily physical activity (Joe Wicks workouts on youtube, yoga on 

cosmickids.com, guided dance or exercises on gonoodle.com, skipping in the garden, 
throwing and catching etc.)

This week’s spellings are: Now, how, brown, down, town, out, about, mouth, sound you*

Phonics

∑ Sound of the day is ‘ir ’ with the accompanying rhyme  ‘whirl and twirl’ 
∑ Words to sound out are: bird, third, whirl, dirt
∑ Alien words are: flirp, tirm, kirt 
∑ Hold a sentence is “The girl liked to twirl”
∑ Red (HFW) word of the day: house
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Literacy

Our first core text for this term is ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon. Beegu is not supposed to be on Earth. 
She is lost. This is a simple, bittersweet story telling a familiar tale of a child separated from her 
parents who struggles to cope in an unfamiliar world. It deals with themes of hope, kindness, 
loneliness and being an outsider. 
I would ask you not to share the whole story with your child initially as a large part of our National 
Curriculum for English in Year one is prediction and inference and this will allow the children to 
formulate some ideas of their own before reading. Discussion of a text is also so important for 
engaging the children in a sequence of learning on the text, their spoken language and vocabulary  
as well as their comprehension. 

Initially, show your child this image:

Ask your child to tell you: 
∑ What kind of character do you think this will be 
∑ What do you notice in this picture?
∑ Is there anything you like about it? Why? Why not?
∑ Is there anything that you dislike? Why?
∑ Does it remind you of anything?
∑ Does anything puzzle you?
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∑ What kind of story do you think this will be?
∑ What would you like to find out?

You can record these responses however you would like – on a mind map, your child can write 
ideas or you can even video to come back to at another time. 

Finally, I would like you to tell your child the creatures name is Beegu. What do you think her name 
says about her? This could lead to a discussion on character’s names in other books such as the 
meaning behind Miss Honey as opposed to Miss Trunchbull in Matilda. 

Maths

Start with some counting songs – Jack Hartman workouts or Scratch Garden counting in 2s, 5s and 
10s. 

Main activity: We will start our topic on money. The first thing you would do with your child is coin 
recognition. Find as many different coins as you can and discuss their value. Then ask your child to 
order them from smallest to biggest value. This usually sparks and interesting discussion because a 
lot of children will initially think the bigger coin such as 2p would be worse more than a 5p etc. The 
give your child some stickers or post its with coin values on them. Ask them to set up a shop with the 
labels on that you can then come and buy some items from but they must check you give them the 
correct coin. Then swap roles and ask your child to come to your shop and to give you the correct 
money. Enjoy some safe and fun shopping J

Term 5 Week 1 – Weekly Tasks

Music

Complete the first unit on Charanga Yumu on ‘Your Imagination’

P.E.

Throwing and catching skills – how many times can you throw the ball in the air and catch? How 
many times can you throw the ball against the wall and catch or to a sibling/parent? Can you 

challenge yourself to catch with one hand behind your back?

D.T.

To enhance our learning on astronauts and the Moon Landing for this terms topic of Aspiration 
and Inspiration I would like your child to design and build a Lunar rover or Space buggy. These

were designed to help Astronauts explore further on the moon as they could not walk very far in 
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their bulky spacesuits. Three Luna Rovers have been taken to the moon and left there - they are 
still there!

You could look at and discuss some images with your child and also watch a video about designing 
them:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsftnWIjYnA

Then ask your child to draw their own design using things you can find around the home – things 
you might normally put in your recycling are usually pretty useful. Your child can then enjoy 

designing, building and testing their buggies. What works well? How can you improve it?

Have fun and don’t forget to send me a picture if you can – I would love to see your designs! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsftnWIjYnA

