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Daily Essentials: 

In addition to the following set tasks, daily tasks you should complete with your child 

include: 

• 10 minutes of your child reading to you / independently. 

• Read part of story to your child. 

• Complete some daily physical activity (Joe Wicks 5 minute workouts on 
YouTube, Cosmic Yoga https://www.cosmickids.com, skipping in the garden, 
throwing and catching a ball against a wall). 

• Watch Newsround each day and discuss the news 

• Each child should quiz on a book a minimum of once a week (once a fortnight 
for chapter books)  

• Times table practise daily - this could be done via Purple Mash, Hit the Button 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button, or verbally  

• Practise spellings 
 

This week’s spellings: words with the /sh/ sound spelt ‘ch’ 

Chef, chalet, machine, brochure, chute, parachute, champagne, crochet, 

ricochet, moustache  

 

 

A little note from me to you to remind 

you that you are incredible. Keep up 

the hard work Year 3. I am so proud 

to be your teacher. 

Miss Carlow x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cosmickids.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 
Year 3 Home learning during school closure 

 27th April 2020 
 

English: 

Practise your spellings at: https://spellingframe.co.uk/guest/word-list/26898  

Task: 

Reading Comprehension  

Read the extract from the Little Mermaid, and then carefully answer the questions. 

The Little Mermaid – extract abridged by Gabbie Chant 

Far, far away from here, there once was an ocean that was deeper than man can 
measure. Above the surface, the water looked as dark as ink and as cold as glass, and 
it seemed a lonely and dangerous place. But deep beneath the waves – ah, that was a 
different story. Right down in the depths of the water, a thousand times deeper than 
any living human had ever dived, there lay a castle.  
 

The castle was hidden behind forests of tangled seaweed, and guarded by fish of such 
curious and startling colours that you and I would gasp to see them. Its walls and turrets 
were fashioned from shells and crab claws and coral, and within its halls there stood a 
throne carved from an enormous pearl – and on that throne there sat a sea-king. He 
was a good and wise ruler, but a great sadness lay heavy on his heart: his queen had 
died, many years before. All that he had left to remember her was their six lovely 
daughters – six sea-princesses, who, just like their father, had no legs. Each of their 
bodies ended in a fish’s tail.   
 

Now, it was a custom of the kingdom that when each of the sea-princesses had their 
fifteenth birthday, they were permitted to swim to the surface of the ocean, to look 
upon the world above the water for a single day. The five eldest sea-princesses had 
each already had this privilege. They had returned to the castle with stories of 
feathered fish that swam through the air, and of strange wooden whales that floated 
on the surface of the water, and of a huge round shell that burned in the sky as brightly 
as lava that bursts from underwater volcanoes. 
 

The littlest sea-princess listened to her elder sisters’ stories, and she longed for the day 
that she too would turn fifteen and be able to rise to the ocean’s surface. She spent 
her days using stones and seaweed to make pictures on the seabed of all her sisters 
had told her, and at night she dreamed of feeling the warmth of that bright round shell 
on her skin.   
 

At long last, the little mermaid’s fifteenth birthday arrived. Up, up she swam through 
the water, as light as a bubble. The higher she rose, the brighter the blue of the ocean 
became, and the water grew less and less cold – until at last, the tips of her fingers 

https://spellingframe.co.uk/guest/word-list/26898
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broke the surface of the water and she emerged, glittering with salt 
water, into the mild sea air.  
 

And – oh! – what was this gigantic dark shape before her? A huge 
floating creature made of wood, just as her sisters had described, with vast white fins! 
And what a great noise it was making! The creak of its bones as it 
moved towards her! And its voice – like a hundred different voices, all 
shouting at once!  
 

Would it eat her? 
 

The little sea-princess shrank back into the sea until just her eyes and the top of her 
head peeped out above the surface of the water. She looked as sleek as a seal, bobbing 
there in the waves, with her hair wet against her skull. She held her breath and watched 
with a fast-beating heart as the creature drew ever closer. 

 

Comprehension questions.  

 

1. Name two of the items the sea-king’s castle was made from.  

 
1. ..............................................................................................................................  

2. ..............................................................................................................................  

 

2. Why was the sea-king sad? 

 

 ......................................................................................................................................................  

 ......................................................................................................................................................  

3. Look at the paragraph which begins: ‘Now, it was a custom in the kingdom …’ 

Find and copy a word that means allowed. 

 

 ......................................................................................................................................................  

 



 
Year 3 Home learning during school closure 

 27th April 2020 
 

4. Now, it was a custom in the kingdom … 

 Circle the word closest in meaning to custom. 

tradition punishment shopper curse 

 

5. ‘They had returned to the castle with stories of feathered fish that swam through the 

air …’ 

What were the ‘feathered fish’ that the sea-princesses saw? 
 
 ......................................................................................................................................................  

6. Look at the paragraph which begins: ‘The littlest sea-princess listened …’ 

Find and copy the word that tells you she wanted something very much. 
 
 ......................................................................................................................................................  

7. ‘A huge floating creature made of wood, just as her sisters had described, with vast 

white fins!’ 

What is the ‘creature’ that the little mermaid is afraid of? 

 ......................................................................................................................................................  

8. the following events in order. The first one has been done for you: 

 

 
 The little mermaid turns fifteen. 

 
1 The sea-queen dies. 

 
 A strange creature frightens the youngest sea-princess. 

 
 

The five older sea-princesses tell stories about the world above 
the surface. 

 
 The youngest sea-princess swims to the surface. 
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Challenge 

 

Look through The Little Mermaid extract for similes, and write each simile you find in the first 

column. Now write what the simile is describing in the second column. 

 

Simile What the simile is describing 

  

 

Maths: 

Quick recap challenge - answer the following questions: 

1. 36 ÷ 3  
2. 63 ÷ 3 
3. 80 ÷ 4 
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Learning: 

Today, you will be looking at what happens when you can’t divide (share) the tens 

equally. For example,  

42 lanterns shared equally between 3 boats. 42 ÷ 3.  

If we partition this number as before we have 4 tens (40) and 3 ones (3).  

I start my division first by 

trying to share the 10’s 

between 3 boats.  

In this case, I have 4 tens 

(40) to share between 3 

boats. 40÷3. When I try to 

share the tens equally, I 

notice that they cannot. 

Each boat gets 1 ten, but 

there is 1 ten left over.  

 

What I have to therefore do, is exchange 1 ten for 10 ones. 

Each boat still gets 1 ten, but I now have 12 ones that I have left to split between the three 

boats. This leaves me with the calculation 12÷3 (12 shared between 3), giving me the 

answer 4.  

Each boat, therefore gets 1 ten (10) and 4 ones. 10 + 4 = 14.  

So, 42 ÷ 3 = 14.  
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Let’s look at another example: 

 

 

My question asks me to share 52 sweets 

between 4 people. Answering the 

calculation 52 ÷ 4.  

I start by trying to share my 5 tens (50) 

between 4 people. Each person gets 1 

ten, but there is 1 ten left over.  

 

 

 

 

 

I exchange the 1 ten that is left over for 10 ones.  

Adding this to the 2 ones I originally had, this 

means that I have 12 ones left to share between 

the 4 people.  

When I share them (12÷4) each person gets 3 

sweets.  

Finally, I need to add the two totals. Each person 

gets 1 ten and 3 ones (10 + 3) which makes 13.  

Therefore, 52 ÷ 4 = 13 
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Task: 

Using the above examples to help you, have a go at the following questions. Remember to 

use a diagram and draw out sharing the tens and ones if this helps, you may also want to do 

this using resources and physically share the items out.  

1. 72 ÷ 3 
2. 98 ÷ 4 
3. 64 ÷ 4 
4. 65 ÷ 5 
5. 96 ÷ 8  
6. 38 ÷ 2 
7. 56 ÷ 4 
8. 52 ÷ 3 

 

Challenge: 

Put the correct symbol in the middle to make this number sentence correct. You will need to 

put in either < , > , or = 

 

52 ÷ 3  60 ÷ 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Year 3 Home learning during school closure 

 27th April 2020 
 

Comprehension answers 
1. Name two of the items the sea-king’s castle was made from. 

  
Any two of: 
  

a. shells b. crab claws 

c. coral.   

  
2. Why was the sea-king sad? 

  
Because his wife, the queen, had died many years before. 

  
3. Look at the paragraph which begins: ‘Now, it was a custom in the kingdom …’ 

Find and copy a word that means allowed. 
  
Permitted. 

  
4. ‘Now, it was a custom in the kingdom …’ 

Circle the word closest in meaning to custom. 
  

tradition 

  
5. ‘They had returned to the castle with stories of feathered fish that swam through the 

air …’ 
What were the ‘feathered fish’ that the sea-princesses saw? 

  
Birds. 

  
6. Look at the paragraph which begins: ‘The littlest sea-princess listened …’ 

Find and copy the word that tells you she wanted something very much. 
  
Longed. 
  

7. ‘A huge floating creature made of wood, just as her sisters had described, with vast 
white fins!’ 
What is the ‘creature’ that the little mermaid is afraid of? 

  
A ship. 
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8. Put the following events in order. The first one has been done for you: 
  

  
  3 The little mermaid turns fifteen. 

  
1 The sea-queen dies. 

  
5 A strange creature frightens the youngest sea-princess. 

  
2 The five older sea-princesses tell stories about the world above the surface. 

  
4 The youngest sea-princess swims to the surface. 

 

Challenge:  
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