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Daily Essentials: 

In addition to the following set tasks, daily tasks you should complete with your child 

include: 

• 10 minutes of your child reading to you / independently. 

• Read part of story to your child. 

• Complete some daily physical activity (Joe Wicks 5 minute workouts on 
YouTube, Cosmic Yoga https://www.cosmickids.com, skipping in the garden, 
throwing and catching a ball against a wall). 

• Watch Newsround each day and discuss the news 

• Each child should quiz on a book a minimum of once a week (once a fortnight 
for chapter books)  

• Times table practise daily - this could be done via Purple Mash, Hit the Button 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button, or verbally  

• Practise spellings 
 

This week’s spellings: words with the /k/ sound spelt ‘ch’. 

Ache, anchor, chaos, chemist, chorus, echo, scheme, architect, character, 

mechanic  

 

English: 

For our writing tasks, this term we are going to start by looking at a book called The 

Tin Forest by Helen Ward. 

Here is a link where you can hear it being read.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j_XPFxy5js 

I have also attached the script for you to follow with video if you wish. 

 

 

 

 

Task: 

 

https://www.cosmickids.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j_XPFxy5js
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• What does this image tell you about the old man?  

• What clues in the image tells you this? (Have a close look at all objects 

around the room) 

• Why do you think some of the picture is in light and some in shade? 

• Can you write a description of the room, so that if the book did not have 

pictures, the reader could imagine it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tin Forest by Helen Ward. 
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There was once a wide, windswept place, near nowhere and close to forgotten, that 

was filled with all the things that no one wanted. Right in the middle was a small 

house, with small windows, that looked out on other people’s rubbish and bad 

weather. 

In the house lived an old man. Every day he tried to tidy away the rubbish, sifting and 

sorting, burning and burying. And every night the old man dreamed. He dreamed he 

lived in a jungle full of wild forest animals. There were colourful birds, tropical trees, 

exotic flowers, toucans, tree frogs and tigers. But when he awoke, his world outside 

was still the same. 

One day something caught the old man’s eye and an idea planted itself in his head. 

The idea grew roots and sprouted. Feeding on the rubbish, it grew leaves. It grew 

branches. It grew bigger and bigger. Under the old man’s hand, a forest emerged. A 

forest made of rubbish. A forest made of tin. It was not the forest of his dreams, but it 

was a forest just the same. 

Then one day across the windswept plain the wind swept a small bird. The old man 

spilled crumbs from his sandwiches onto the ground. The bird ate the crumbs and 

perched to sing in the branches of a tin tree. But the next morning the visitor had 

gone. All day the old man walked through the silence and his heart ached with 

emptiness. 

That night, by moonlight, he made a wish… 

In the morning the old man woke to the sound of birdsong. The visitor has returned 

and, with him, his mate. The birds dropped seeds from their beaks. Soon, green 

shoots broke through the earth. Time passed. Soon the song of birds mingled with 

the buzzing of insects and the rustle of leaves. Small creatures appeared, creeping 

amongst the jungle of trees. Wild animals slipped through the green shadows. 

There was once a forest, near nowhere and close to forgotten, that was filled with all 

the things that everyone wanted. 

And in the middle was a small house and an old man who had toucans, tree frogs 

and tigers in his garden. 

 

 

 

 

Maths: 
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Task 1 - using inverse relationships   

When learning about multiplication and division, we have looked at these through 

inverse relationships, e.g.  

5 x 2 = 10    10 ÷ 2 = 5 

2 x 5 = 10    10 ÷ 5 = 2  

 

We can use this understanding to help us to solve missing number problems. 

An example would be: 

12 ÷ ? = 3 

We know that this question is asking us, when 12 is divided by a number it makes 3. 

This means that when the number is shared equally, each person will get 3.  

We can use our knowledge of inverse relationships to help us solve this.  

• We know that if 12 ÷ ? = 3 then 12 ÷ 3 = ?  

• We then have a calculation that we can do 12 ÷ 3 = 4 

 

We can check our calculation by putting the found value back into the original 

number sentence 12 ÷ 4 = 3 - which we know is correct.  

 

Let’s try with a different question: 

48 ÷ ? = 4 

We can solve this question in the same way. If 48 ÷ ? = 4 then 48 ÷ 4 must = ? 

We can then use our knowledge of division to help us solve 48 ÷ 4 to find what ? is 

worth.  

48 ÷ 4 = 12 so this means that 48 ÷ 12 = 4 

? = 12 

 

 

 

Using this as a guide, have a go at the following questions: 
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1. 84 ÷ ? = 4  →  84 ÷ 4 = ? 
2. 39 ÷ ? = 3 
3. 63 ÷ ? = 3 
4. 68 ÷ ? = 2 
5. 80 ÷ ? = 5 

 

Task 2 - 

 

 

 

 

Challenge: 
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With all activities, choose the most appropriate way to record your 

answers/findings (labelled picture, short paragraph, using a parent to scribe or 

create a voice memo). 

 


