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 As a Rights Respecting School, we recognise the UN 
Convention of the Rights of the Child. This policy links 
closely to Articles 28 and 29 



 
 
 

 
CURRICULUM PHILOSOPHY 
 
We believe our curriculum to be a model in which children can 
thrive, be challenged and feel empowered. The content and delivery 
of all subjects is constantly measured and reviewed so that we 
remain authentic and relevant and so that children are inspired and 
passionate about their learning. The latest academic research 
remains embedded in all decisions that we make and the curriculum 
is nourished by strong enrichment opportunities for all pupils. We 
believe these core values to be the right of every child. 
 
Our vision is to offer Outstanding Care, Outstanding Education and 
Outstanding Opportunities for parents and for pupils. The broad and 
balanced Curriculum focuses on English, Mathematics and Science 
and uses Arts as a stimulus.  We inspire pupils to be leaders across 
the curriculum and this is an important vehicle by which to support 
and to promote pupil voice in everything that we do.  
 
RATIONALE 
 
The identification of the needs of each individual pupil is paramount 
to our world-class ambitions. Pupil needs are both educational and 
social. The inter-relationship between these two sets of needs has 
been developed through the taught curriculum and through the 
Opportunities programme in order to invest in and to nurture the 
individual interests and the cultural capital of each child. A rich arts 
programme allows our pupils to develop creative skills which 
promote independent thinking and a mindset that stretches beyond 
simply learning facts. We regard this as the entitlement of every 
child. 

 
New, exciting and challenging experiences for all our pupils are 
delivered through a programme of regular visits to museums, 
galleries and the theatre. We teach Latin, Computing and Modern 
Foreign Languages; subjects often lacking in priority or not well 
supported, valued or celebrated in many other curriculum models. 
Against the national context of falling numbers of young people 
entering STEM careers, we are also committed to building our 
pupils’ science capital; valuing everyday experiences and then 
linking and relating science to what is important to our pupils and to 
our communities. This may be delivered through a mixed model of 
internal and external providers, visiting speakers, Science clubs, 
STEM ambassador work, Crest Awards and the involvement of our 
parental community. The VIAT Director of Science is a key asset in 
the coherence and vision of this programme. 
 
A healthy lifestyle with a lifelong participation in physical activity are 
the cornerstone to preparing all our pupils with a positive emotional 
and mental mindset. We are dedicated to delivering a timetable of 
sporting activities that will enable and inspire our pupils; this ranges 
from sports clubs run by internal and external providers, 
participation in local tournaments and competitions, visiting 
athletes, KS2 children running clubs for KS1 pupils and access to 
specialist coaching. Children learn core skills and learn to apply 
these to a range of disciplines; gymnastics, dance, hockey, kwik 
cricket, lacrosse, netball, basketball, athletics, tennis. This list is not 
exhaustive. 
 
 
Our curriculum model responds to both the academic and to the 
holistic development of all of our pupils. The very best practices  



 
 
from our model of provision entitlement in Early Years permeates all 
year groups and ensures the best life chances for our pupils. This 
underpinning focus on wellbeing and engagement extends 
principally from EYFS to the construction of our Y1 curriculum in 
order to offer robust transition and continuity. We recognise the 
future impact of a child’s development at this stage and our 
investment therein reflects this. Our cross curricular model for 
pupils in Y2 – Y6 provides a further conduit for these core values 
and nurtures opportunities for debate, discussion and pupil voice.  
 
 
RESPONSIVE TO TRANSITION 
  
Our family of schools in VIAT allows our Year 6 pupils the unique 
opportunity for twenty percent of their timetable to be taught in a 
secondary setting led by secondary specialists. DT, Computing, 
Science, Modern Foreign Languages and Music are taught by 
secondary teachers.  
Whilst pupils of all abilities are stretched and challenged, this 
element of the curriculum allows the most able pupils to access Key 
Stage 3 content, expectations and standards of work.  
 
FOCUS ON CORE ASPECTS OF LITERACY AND OF 
NUMERACY 
 
VIAT has adopted the “Read Write Inc.” phonics programme across 
all schools in order to accelerate children’s reading and fluency with 
our complex sound system. We are mindful that we need to 
supplement this programme further in order to embed our vision for 
a culture and habit of reading for pleasure. Our recent training  
 
 

 
partnership with CLPE (Centre for Literacy in Primary Education) 
will further enhance opportunities to develop a school community of 
enthusiastic, intuitive readers and writers. Based on extensive 
research, we have adopted Singapore methodology in order to 
drive and deepen our pupils’ understanding of mathematical ideas 
and concepts. Our intention is that all pupils are ‘secondary ready’ 
in Reading, Writing and Mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2.  
 
THE SCHOOL DAY 
 
The school day is from 8.30am – 3.20pm. It is constructed as 
detailed below; 
 

 8.45 – 9.00  Assembly 

 9.00 – 9.20  DEAR time (reading for pleasure) 

 9.20 – 9.40  Agility Maths 

 9.40 – 10.40  Maths 

 10.40 – 10.55  Break 

 11.00 – 11.20  Phonics 

 11.20 – 12.15  English 

 12.15- 1.15  Lunch 

 1.15 – 3.00  Afternoon school (Science, Human 

Studies, PE etc) 

 3.00 – 3.15  School storytime 



 
 
 
THE ORGANISATION OF THE CURRICULUM 
 
VIAT has developed a unique curriculum structure that fully 
supports but is not dictated by the National Curriculum 
requirements. Our curriculum offer evolves from the premise that 
the heart of our learning methodology and ethos emanates from our 
model of entitlement in EYFS. This is the platform from which we 
extend all future learning, ensuring firm transitions and 
communications between year groups. Our cross curricular model 
in Key Stage 1 and in Key Stage 2 embeds our core philosophy that 
culture and art should remain permeating themes in all of our 
learning experiences.  
 
Our Early Years model of entitlement  
 
We want our children to love learning; to be curious, articulate 
thinkers who learn as much from what goes wrong as from what 
goes well. This is the premise of our entitlement and our investment 
in this first year of a child’s life and experience at school is one that 
we heavily invest in. We acknowledge the well documented 
research that articulates that it is in EYFS that we create the 
pathway for a lifetime of achievement. A detailed integration plan is 
in place with both parents and nursery settings in order to affect a 
robust transition into full time schooling. The seven areas of 
development are delivered according to the Early Years Profile but 
tailored to the individual needs of each child. 
Class teachers have the support of an Early Years Professional 
Teaching Assistant in their class for all lessons. 
 
 
 

 
 
Key Stage 1 Curriculum 
 
Pupils in Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) enjoy curriculum topics 
that inspire a love of learning and a sense of curiosity about the 
world around them. These topics are constructed in order to; 
 

 allow art, music and culture to permeate all topics, enabling 

children to respond creatively, develop thinking skills and to 

use their imagination 

 allow all pupils to consolidate and to transfer skills 

 immerse themselves in the ideas, learning and possibilities 

presented in all topics 

 pursue and investigate areas of interest so that they feel 

empowered by their learning and so that pupil voice is a 

permeating feature of their work 

 
Key Stage 2 Curriculum (Years 3-6) 
 
Our cross curricular model is shaped by core learning questions 
which we are building and moulding with the evolvement of the 
school. These capture knowledge and skills across history, 
geography and PSHE domains. Art is the stimulus and starting 
points for these units which build on questions such as; 
 

 Y3 - How was Britain shaped? (Anglo Saxons, Romans, 

Vikings) 



 
 Y4 - What was the impact of the Monarchy? (Tudors, 

Victorians, Charles 1) 

 Y5 - The World Around Us (climate change, impact of war) 

 Y6 - Internationalism (China, Black History, Brazil) 

 
In addition, we use stories to inspire and engage learning across all 
of these units so that reading for pleasure remains at the core of 
every subject.  
 
CURRICULUM ADAPTATION TO MEET THE NEEDS OF ALL 
PUPILS 
 
The needs of each individual pupil are addressed through the 
schools’ portfolio of Outstanding Care which consists of 4 elements:  
 

1. All children at their point of entry are assessed using a 
common approach across VIAT. 

The key components are as follows:  
 

 Teacher/Parent discussion.  

 Teacher/Pupil discussion  

 Academic assessment of reading, writing, maths and 
phonics  

 Assessment for SEND issues.  
 
2. This assessment process informs an Individual 

Learning Plan for each child.  
The principals of this are; 
 

 Shared learning plan with the parent/carer as the basics of 
a Partnership for Education. 

 Should SEN areas of need or other barriers to learning be 
identified then the relevant use of VIAT’s Educational 
Psychologist may be deployed 

   
3. Pupil Progress meetings three times per year  

 

 The Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher, SENCO and the 
class teacher meet in order to discuss the progress and 
attainment of each pupil 

 Discussions include academic progress, attendance, social 
progress and behaviour 

 Informal weekly and termly discussions about the progress 
and attainment of all pupils contribute to these meetings 

 
4. Accessing the VIAT Expertise Partnership  

 
The pupil is seen at the centre of a Partnership, designed to 
provide individual care and education. The distinct advantage 
of a family of schools is that specialist advice services and 
provision can be shared and accessed in an effective and 
efficient manner. This partnership consists of the development 
of internal provision and the access to external provision. The 
child’s needs can be met through our management of this 
provision. 

 
OVERCOMING BARRIERS TO LEARNING 
 
VIAT has adopted the SEN Code of Practice as policy in all its 
schools and believes that all young people with SEN or disabilities 
should reach their full potential in school and should be fully  
 



 
 
supported in making a successful transition into adulthood whether 
in work, Higher Education or training.  
 
We follow the Mainstream Core Standards on how to adapt the 
curriculum and the learning environment in order to meet the needs 
of every child. Class Teachers receive regular training and support 
in order to ensure access for all pupils through a suite of tools; 

 Scaffolds and writing frames 

 Meaningful response points to reading through; questions, 

art, music, drama and poetry 

 Use of manipulatives 

 Differentiated activities that ensure the same outcomes for 

all pupils 

 Appropriate and timely use of ICT 

VIAT believes that all young people regardless of SEN or 
disabilities should be able to access the outstanding quality of 
education its schools provide and that no child should be restricted 
by such barriers to learning.  
 
 
MORE ABLE PUPILS AND THE CURRICULUM 
  
Each pupil appears on the school’s Individual Needs Progress 
Report. The Report identifies the needs of each child. Pupils who 
are making faster progress than would normally be expected are 
regarded as Academically More Able.  
 

 
Individualised provision for Academically More Able pupils 
includes:  
 

1. STEM workshops at Invicta Grammar School for Years 5 

and 6  

2. Kent Test (11+) familiarisation at Invicta Grammar School 

from Year 5  

3. Mathematics, Science, Computing and Music teaching for 

Year 6 students at Invicta Grammar School and Valley Park 

School.  

4. Preparation for entry to the selective Year 7 Performing Arts 

scholarship programme at Valley Park School.  

5. KS1 Mastery sessions for core subjects 

6. Enhanced reading programme for children in KS1 

 


