Prospectus

Valley Invicta
Academies
Trust

Our Trust’s
vision and values

Valley Invicta Academies Trust (VIAT)
is made up of a family of primary
and secondary schools, all of which
are based in the Maidstone and
Malling area of Kent.

We hope, when you visit our schools, you will see:

Our schools sit at the heart of the
local communities around them;
they benefit from fantastic facilities
and a caring and nurturing approach
from our highly-skilled staff.
Our Trust encourages all children
in its care to be the very best they
can be. We provide an exciting,
innovative and interactive
curriculum to inspire confidence,
independence and a real love of
learning. We encourage all our
students to care for one another,
show compassion and respect,
and actively contribute to the
VIAT family.

At VIAT, we have a clear vision to provide our students with
an outstanding education in a truly caring environment.

• Children who are nurtured and cared for as individuals;
• Children who are motivated to challenge themselves
to achieve;
• Children encouraged to explore and try out new
experiences;
• The highest standards of teaching;
• Teachers who are inspirational and supported to develop
as respected professionals;
• The highest standards of behaviour.
Our Trust encourages all students, of all ages, to develop a set
of values and character qualities that will help them grow into
confident and caring individuals. Our values include:
• Respect for themselves and others;
• Self-discipline;
• Integrity;
• Friendliness;

We are delighted that you are
considering our school for your
child. We hope this prospectus will
give you a flavour of all we have to
offer; however, nothing can equal a
visit to the school to see, first-hand,
the unique learning environment
and welcoming atmosphere we are
so proud of.
We look forward to meeting you.

• Courtesy;
• A sense of community.

Welcome to Valley Invicta Primary
School at Leybourne Chase
At Leybourne
Chase we chase
our dreams,
achieve all and
inspire others.

About our school
We are a welcoming, caring and ambitious primary
school at the heart of Leybourne Chase. We
strongly believe that your child will thrive at our
school and experience some of the happiest days
of their childhood here. Our curriculum and values
are underpinned by an ethos that is focused on
respecting individual differences and rights; while
also promoting values such as confidence, trust and
respect. We take pride in our caring and supportive

attitude to everyone at our school and aim to provide
a warm, inclusive and stimulating atmosphere in
which all individuals can flourish.
Parents are integral to their children’s progress. We take
care to build unique relationships with all parents and
carers, and ensure they take an active part in their child’s
learning. We encourage close and regular contact so
everyone involved truly benefits from the relationship.

At Valley Invicta Primary School at Leybourne Chase we aim to
provide the best possible educational experience for your child
by focusing on:
• Reading and Writing: Children will be helped to read and write
fluently, with true passion and enjoyment;
• Mathematics and Science: Children will be motivated to excel
at Mathematics and Science, with some teaching and support
delivered by specialist teachers;
• The Whole Curriculum: Children will explore the whole
breadth of the National Curriculum. In addition to the
Humanities and the Arts your child will be introduced to
French, Mandarin and Latin;
• The Whole Child: Children will take full advantage of our
Outstanding Opportunities programme to identify, develop
and explore their personal interests and aptitudes;
• Preparation for the next stage: Children will be fully prepared
for the next stage in their education; either moving from
Early Years to Key Stage 1, from Infants to Juniors, or on to
Secondary School;
• Excitement, Enjoyment and Curiosity: Children will learn
within an exciting, challenging educational framework focused
on a love for learning and fostering their innate curiosity.
We aim to engender a sense of wonder about the world.
While at Valley Invicta Primary School at Leybourne Chase, your
child will have the use of the specialist facilities at our secondary
schools and will be taught by their specialist teachers.
We strongly believe in the development of each child at our
school through:
• The Arts: Opportunities to learn a musical instrument, to visit
galleries, museums, the theatre and concert halls;
• Sport: Opportunities to develop individual skills alongside a
love of competitive sport and games;
• Leadership: Opportunities to lead and influence others;
• Internationalism: Opportunities to interact with foreign cultures;
• Service to others: Opportunities to help others and work as a
member of a team.

Our Curriculum
Here at Valley Invicta Primary School at Leybourne
Chase, our Reception Class works from the Early Years
Foundation Stage Curriculum, while our pupils in Years 1
to 6 are taught using the National Curriculum objectives.
We feel passionate about providing a theme-based
curriculum where individual subjects are interwoven
into our daily learning and where children’s interests can
mould and shape the learning opportunities we provide.
The children receive a broad and balanced curriculum
and we are pleased to offer a range of enrichment
opportunities throughout the year.
Our curriculum encourages pupils to think creatively
and critically, solve problems and be innovative and
enterprising. We also deliver some subjects discretely, for
example; Science, PE, Music and Modern Foreign Languages.

At Valley Invicta Primary School at Leybourne Chase we
provide a curriculum which develops pupils’ spiritual,
moral, social and cultural education through its Religious
Education (RE) and Personal Social and Health Education
(PHSE) schemes. These include the Rights Respecting
Schools’ Award and The Jigsaw Scheme.
English and Mathematics teaching follows the basic
structure of the National Curriculum, while allowing
flexibility for an individual teacher’s professionalism
to meet year group and individual needs. Pupils are
equipped with the key skills of English and Maths to
encourage them to develop an enquiring mind and to
think rationally. A variety of teaching styles and learning
opportunities develop our pupils’ capacity to think and
work both independently and collaboratively.

Ofsted

We are proud to
be a GOOD school
Valley Invicta Primary School at Leybourne Chase opened
in 2015 and was inspected by Ofsted for the first time in
September 2018. We were delighted to be rated as GOOD.
Please find excerpts from our Ofsted report below:

“
“

Parents and carers are delighted with the
school. They are impressed by the school’s

”

warm and welcoming atmosphere.

The Headteacher has high aspirations for the

pupils. Since her appointment, she has made many
improvements. All staff support her vision and
ambitions for the school’s future.

“
“

”

The school has a caring ethos and inclusive

approach. Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and

”

cultural development is strong.

Pupils make good progress overall. In a few
classes, progress is exceptional. In both key
stages 1 and 2, most pupils attain at least in

”

line with the national average.

“

Children in the early years make good

progress from their starting points. They are

“
“

”

well prepared for their learning in Year 1.

Pupils in the Specialist Resourced Provision
make strong progress in their personal

”

and academic development.

Pupils feel safe and happy at this school.

They behave well in lessons and around the school.
Pupils take their responsibilities

”

seriously, such as being play leaders.

Assessment
We believe all assessments should have a
purpose at every level for everyone involved.
This is so we can ascertain the next steps for
all pupils in order for them to make progress
from their own individual starting point. To see
detailed information about how we assess all our
pupils in line with the new National Curriculum
expectations, please see our website, or ask for
further information at the school office.

End of Key Stage Assessments

Year 1 and Year 2 Phonics Check

• English reading, Papers 1 and 2;

In June, all Year 1 pupils’ progress in phonics will be
assessed. Each child will be assessed individually by
their teacher. They will be asked to read 20 real and
20 pseudo-words in order to assess their decoding
ability. Any child currently in Year 2 who either did
not take the test in Year 1 or did not achieve the
pass mark last year will also take the test.

• English grammar, punctuation and spelling,
Paper 1: spelling and Paper 2: questions,
this is optional for schools;

Additional Assessments

KS2 National Curriculum tests consist of:

In order to inform interventions and specific
programmes of support, schools also use a range
of assessments, screens and monitoring tools that
can provide valuable information to teachers, senior
leaders and parents regarding progress and/or
barriers to learning. Examples of these include:

• English reading: reading booklet and associated
answer booklet;

• Diagnostic timetables;
• Reading and spelling ages;
• CAT tests;
• Pixl assessments.

Children at the end of both Key Stage 1 and Key
Stage 2 will be assessed against the new National
Curriculum. Scaled scores are used, which help test
results to be reported consistently from one year to
the next.
Key Stage One
KS1 National Curriculum tests consist of:

• Mathematics, Paper 1: arithmetic and Paper 2:
reasoning.
Key Stage Two

• English grammar, punctuation and spelling,
Paper 1: short answer questions;
• English grammar, punctuation and spelling,
Paper 2: spelling;
• Mathematics, Paper 1: arithmetic;
• Mathematics, Paper 2: reasoning;
• Mathematics, Paper 3: reasoning.

Reporting to Parents
All parents are invited to a ‘Meet The Teacher’
session three times a year, in October,
February and July.
At this meeting, parents are given a written
record of their child’s outcomes and, in
addition, have an opportunity to talk with
their child’s class teacher regarding next

steps for progress and, also, to highlight any
significant achievements. Where appropriate,
this will also include the results of any National
Curriculum tests.
Our latest results can be found on our website:
www.leybournechase.viat.org.uk under the
Information tab.

Rights Respecting
Schools’ Award
Valley Invicta Primary School at Leybourne Chase
is proud to be a Rights Respecting School.

less bullying. The Award is aimed at schools
across the UK.

The Rights Respecting Schools’ Award
programme supports schools to embed the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child in their practice, to improve well-being
and help all children realise their potential.

Schools involved in the Rights Respecting
Schools’ Award work towards recognition
that they have embedded children’s rights in
their school’s practice and ethos. Schools are
required to implement four evidence-based
standards that cover:

The Award programme is based on principles
of equality, dignity, respect, non-discrimination
and participation. The initiative started in
2006 and schools involved in the Award have
reported a positive impact on relationships
and well-being, leading to better learning and
behaviour, improved academic standards and

• the leadership of the school;
• knowledge and understanding of
children’s rights;
• ethos and relationships;
• the empowerment of children.

Extra-curricular activities
and wrap-around care
We offer a range of activities outside our
normal school day, provided by staff and
external organisations. These include sports,
coding, art, film and yoga, to name but a few.

At Valley Invicta Primary School at Leybourne
Chase, we also offer wrap-around care via an
external, approved company, before and
after school.

For a full and up-to-date list, please see our
website: www.leybournechase.viat.org.uk
(click on the News and Events tab).

For further information, please contact
the school office on 01732 840908 or
office@leybournechase.viat.org.uk

Derby Drive, Leybourne Chase,
West Malling, Kent, ME19 5FF
Telephone: 01732 840908
Email: office@leybournechase.viat.org.uk
www.leybournechase.viat.org.uk
@VIPSLeybourne
Valley
Invicta Primary School at

Leybourne Chase

