
 

 

 READ WRITE INC PARENT GUIDE  
 

At Valley Invicta Primary school at Leybourne Chase we use the Read Write Inc (RWI) 
programme to get children off to a flying start with their Literacy. RWI is a method of learning 
centred round letter sounds and phonics, and we use it to aid children in their reading and 
writing. 
 
Reading opens the door to learning. A child who reads a lot will become a good reader. A 
good reader will be able to read more challenging material. A child who reads challenging 
material is a child who will learn. The more a child learns, the more he or she will want to find 
out. 
 
Using RWI, the children learn to read effortlessly so that they can put all their energy into 
comprehending what they read. It also allows them to spell effortlessly so that they can put 
all their energy into composing what they write. 
 
When using RWI to read the children will: 

 learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using simple picture 
prompts 

 learn to read words using Fred Talk 
 read lively stories featuring words they have learned to sound out 
 show that they comprehend the stories by answering questions. 

When using RWI to write the children will: 

 learn to write the letters/letter groups which represent 44 sounds. 
 learn to write words by saying the sounds in Fred Talk 
 write simple sentences 

Speed Sound Groups 

 m a s d t 

 i n p g o 

 c k u b 

 f e l h sh 

 r j v y w 

 th z chq u x ng nk v y w 

Once your child has learnt all of the sounds in one group they can move on to sound 

blending the letters in that group to read words. 



For example, once your child has learnt to read the first 5 sounds m a s d t they can then 

start to read words that include these sounds such as mat, sat, sad, mad, at etc. 

Your child will then learn the next five sounds and be able to read words with a combination 

of the ten sounds.  

Types of Sounds 

Pure Sounds 

When pronouncing the speed sounds it is very important to not add an intrusive “uh” to the 

end of the consonant sound. Pronounce them as pure sounds  

 “mmmm” not “muh” 

 “fffffff” not “fuh” 

 “lllllll” not “luh” 

This can be quite difficult to begin with but by ensuring only the pure sounds are 

pronounced, your child will find it much easier to blend sounds to make words. To help with 

pronunciation there is a video clip on our website. 

Bouncy and Stretchy Sounds 

To help your child remember sounds we explain how some sounds make a stretchy sound 

and some make a bouncy sound. 

Stretchy sounds are said in one continuous sound e.g. mmmmmmmmm as in mountain. 

Bouncy sounds are said with a short sharp gap in between, e.g. d-d-d as in dinosaur. 

Simple Speed Sounds Chart 

Consonants Stretchy 

f l m n R S V Z Sh Th ng   

Consonants bouncy 

b c 
K 

D g h j p qu t w x y ch 

Vowels Bouncy 

a e i o u ay ee igh ow     

Vowels Stretchy 

oo oo ar air ir ou oy       

 

Sound Blends 

A child is ready to sound blend once they have learnt the first set of sounds. In school we 

refer to this as Fred Talk. Fred talk involves reading the sounds within a word, for example  

c-a-t and then bleding them together to read the word. E.g. c-a-t cat, sh-o-p shop, s-t-r-ee-t 

street. 

 

Red and Green Words 

 

Green Words 

 

Green words are words that your child will be able to sound out and then sound blend 

together, using the speed sounds they have learnt. The children practice reading the words 

first as this enables them to read a book more easily. 



 

 

 

 

 

Red Words 

Red words are those words which contain spelling patterns that cannot be sounded out. 

Some of the more frequently used words in the English language have an uncommon  

spelling pattern and do not sound like they look, for example said sounds like sed. 

 

Red words have to be learnt by sight. These words are printed in red in the story books. 

Learning to read the red words is a very important part of reading. 

 

 

For more information please visit the “Read Write Inc” tab under the “parent” tab on our 

website. 

 

Red Words 

Remember these words cannot be completely sounded out, they must be learnt from 

sight. The best way to do this is by “flashing”  the words on cards in a random order. 

 I   some   worse 

 the   come   talk 

 you   watch   caught   

 your   who    bought  

 said   where   thought 

 through  was   here  

 are   were   walk  

 of   there   they 

 to   brother   wear  

 do   other   could 

 does   mother   should   

 all   father   great 

 call   above   water 

 tall   love   whole 

 any   two   son 

 many   buy   once  

 


