
 
Newsletter 16 March 2018 

Safeguarding: Cyber-Bullying Survey 

Cyber-Bullying is becoming an increased worry when we think about the many dangers that face our children as they 
journey through childhood into adolescence and the adult world. Unfortunately, Cyber-Bullying is something that can 
affect both children and adults and it is therefore an important subject to approach with our children now to highlight 
the affects this can have on a person. 

The NSPCC has lots of useful information on their website, which can be accessed via the following link: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-and-cyberbullying/, including what it is, 
how to spot the signs, facts and figures and how to keep children safe. 

In addition the Kent Police & Crime Commissioner have been running a cyber-bullying survey aimed at gathering 
pupils views on the subject. The survey is still open for a short time and can be accessed via the following link: 
www.kent-pcc.gov.uk/consultations, for those pupils who wish to share their views. All response received are 
anonymous and will be used to create a broader understanding of the scale of cyber-bullying in Kent.  

In the meantime, if you have any concerns regarding E-Safety or other Safeguarding issues and would like to discuss 
these further please contact the School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Nicola Craig, Headteacher or our 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding lead: Mrs Gemma Robinson, Year 3 and 4 teacher. Alternatively, you can contact 
the NSPCC helpline on 0800 028 0285. 
 
Notification of Absences 

Can we remind all Parents/Carers that in accordance with School Policy all child absences must to be reported to the 

school office in writing. This can either be done via email, ParentMail or by handwritten letter to the office and must be 

done in addition to telephoning the school to report the absence on the day. This must then be repeated for each day 

that the child is absent. It must also be done for medical appointments during school time. 

Christian Club 

Rev Linda, who has been conducting a bi-weekly assembly at the school, thought Parent/Carers and pupils may like to 

know that she offers a Christian Club from 4.30-5.30pm on Fridays, for 4-11 year-olds at Ryarsh Church Hall. For more 

information please contact Rev Linda on 01732 842249. 

School Drop-Off 

We would like to remind Parent/Carers that children should not be dropped off and left alone on the school grounds 

prior to the doors opening for registration at 8.35AM. In conjunction with our Safeguarding Policy we are not responsible 

for your child until 8.30AM so therefore any children left on the school premises prior to this are essentially unsupervised 

and if anything were to happen in this time, this would be the responsibility of the Parent/Carer who has left the child 

and not the School. 

In addition, we would ask that children and adults do not all pile into the waiting area prior to the doors opening at 

8.30Am as this not only causes severe disruption and difficulties for those wishing to visit the office, or indeed visitors 

to the School being able to sign in, it also causes an increased risk of injury with the volume of people in a small area. 

Disabled Bay Parking 

Can we remind Parent/Carers that only those displaying a valid Disabled Parking Badge in their vehicle should be 

parking in our designated Disabled Parking Bays. This is also relevant at drop-off and pick-up and Parent/Carers should 

not be pulling into these spaces at all, unless they have a valid permit. 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
http://www.kent-pcc.gov.uk/consultations


 
Mathletics 

Three weeks ago (23/02/18) we conducted a questionnaire about the usage of Mathletics. Our subscription expired 

this week and we made the decision not to renew for another year due to the limited responses from parents.  

In place of this, we have bought a subscription to Accelerated Reader, a reading programme that encourages 

independent reading. More information will be sent out shortly regarding this. 

In the meantime, the following list of additional resources and websites can be used at home if you wish to further 

practice Maths.  

www.uk.ixl.com/math www.topmarks.co.uk 

www.crickweb.co.uk www.mathplayground.com 

www.mathsframe.co.uk www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/maths/ 

PiXL times table app  
(children in Years 3-6 have log-ins for this) 

www.primarygamesarena.com  

 

Purple Mash 

In addition all of the children have access to Purple Mash – software which we deliver all of our ICT based curriculum 

through currently in school. It provides children with a whole host of age-appropriate activities to complete. Some 

children will know their log-ins, however a reminder will be coming out next week. 

Science Week 

The children have had a great week exploring their scientific sides, with lots of amazing activities and exciting 
experiments taking place! Year 5/6 were visited by a Medieval Man and a Forensic Scientist, Year R and Year 1 took 
part in a variety of activities including building an Eco-Garden with a team from Spadeworks, Year 2 have been 
making habitats and learning how to create a home-made fire extinguisher and Year 3/4 (as well as visiting Maidstone 
Museum) learnt about Forensic Science and investigated teeth. 

And then the whole school were treated to an entire day of Scientific genius by the fab team from Fizz Pop Science … 
there was slime, there was bubbles, there was lots of excited and enthusiastic children … oh and a rocket launch! 

         

 

 

 

 

https://exchange.viat.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=1pXLeiaYlV49n5fxq2GBpQZfzInr29GYhCRWAc7Tj6vNrRSoOIvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.uk.ixl.com%2fmath
https://exchange.viat.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=1vMRj7h2ofKkIYpu-4j_ogMxfmDy0nKs7BtyMi7v7YHNrRSoOIvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.topmarks.co.uk
https://exchange.viat.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=o-PRLpX8dybj4ot8t8DJV1avS-hcR_QntDqVFTU3O5vNrRSoOIvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.crickweb.co.uk
https://exchange.viat.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=vrQogfoclomqw91OR6eCyX9kORQCkpKUzQU_p31o13nNrRSoOIvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mathplayground.com
https://exchange.viat.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=Z21AkGZA_mdlgO69h2tKRZumn9-WVU6oGGEp6hFI6qbNrRSoOIvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mathsframe.co.uk
https://exchange.viat.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=3CIivG_QLeLwczcJTYa48q8HT-HIeBxflc-hsQP4pmvNrRSoOIvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bbc.co.uk%2fbitesize%2fks1%2fmaths%2f
https://exchange.viat.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=L_slsYHe5thjZENdLBxTYhMqqtrsaG4YOuK60A2OJITNrRSoOIvVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.primarygamesarena.com


 
Year 3/4 Trip to Maidstone Museum 

Year 3/4 visited Maidstone Museum on Tuesday 13 March, all had a fantastic time enhancing their learning. 

         

Lunch with Parents – Year 1 

Today Year 1 welcomed their Parent/Carers into school to taste the lunch provided by our outside caterers The Contract 
Dining Company. Everybody had a lovely time. 

       

The next Lunch with Parents will be for Year 2 on Friday 20 April. If you have a child in this year group and would like 
to join them for lunch please register your interest via email to: office@leybournechase.viat.org.uk. There will be a 
charge of £2.85 per adult (max 2 Adults per child). Please ensure this is paid by 12pm on Monday 16 April. On the day 
please arrive by 11.45am. Future Lunch with Parents dates are: Year 3/4 - 18 May 2018 and Year 5/6 – 15 June 2018. 

Fizz Pop Science – After School Club 

After Easter Fizz Pop Science return with their hugely popular After School Clubs! In Term 5 this will be for children in 

Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 only, and will take place after school on Friday’s, for 5 weeks, starting on Friday 20 April. 

Registration and payment needs to be done online via the Fizz Pop Science website, and spaces are limited. Letters 

should have gone home tonight with children in these year groups. In Term 6, it will be the turn of Year 4, Year 5 and 

Year 6. More information on this will come out prior to May half-term. 

Parent reminders: – requests for donations / forms to be actioned 

Here’s our weekly round-up of current requests for donations and/or forms that need to be completed. 

 Year R/Year 1 – Contribution of £2 towards this week’s Eco-Garden Workshop 

 Year 1 – Donations of second-hand books for a planned charity book sale next term 

 Year 3 – Please return your Horse Riding permission slips by Tuesday 20 March 

 Year 1-3 – Fizz Pop Science After School Club registration – Must be done Online to secure space 

 Year 6 Residential Trip to IOW – Instalments due 1st of each month. 

mailto:office@leybournechase.viat.org.uk


 
Attendance 

Panda Class 97.80% 

Year 1 96.46% 

Year 2 95.39% 

Year 3 and Year 4 95.08% 

Year 5 96.83% 

Year 6 95.74% 

  

Presentation Awards 

Panda Class Eloise R 

Year 1 Annabella F 

Year 2 Zachery J 

Year 3 and Year 4 Maiya R 

Year 5 Sunlight Zone Group 

Year 6 Sunlight Zone Group 

 

Star of the Week 

Panda Class Bella S 

Year 1 Maci S 

Year 2 Ruby W 

Year 3 and Year 4 - 

Year 5 Liam D 

Year 6 Grace E 

                          

Rights Respecting  

This week was Science week and the rights respecting focus was on a child’s right to the best possible health, which 
involved discussions on good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food and a clean environment. To highlight 
this the school discussed topics such as the North Pacific Garbage Patch, how rubbish might affect wildlife and how 
pollution could affect our health. To finish we discussed one of the sustainable development goals – ‘Life Under 
Water’, and how we could help prevent the amount of plastic that ends up in our oceans. 
 
This week’s Rights Respecting Award winner is: Florence M 

Outside Achievements 

Congratulations to Charlotte D, Saphire H-S, Georgie H and Isabelle H for their achievements outside school. 

             



 
Updates from ‘Friends of VIPS at Leybourne Chase’: 

We would like to say a huge ‘Thank You’ to everybody for their support over the last 15 months. Friends of VIPS at 

Leybourne Chase did not exist 15 months ago and what we have achieved in such a short period of time is remarkable.  

We wanted to take this opportunity to share with you what has been raised, what has been invested back into the school 

and what our future goals are as we move forward and onto the next challenge.   

Throughout the last 15 months we have held lots of fun events with and for the children, to raise money. This has ranged 

from Discos and School Fayres to our recent Mother Day Secrets Room and the popular Smarties challenge, to name 

but a few.  

Collectively we have raised an astonishing: £6,848 which is amazing and as a result of not just us, and our volunteers 

but also you as friends and families of VIPS at Leybourne Chase. 

Our children have already begun to benefit directly from the money raised, with the following having already been re-

invested back via the following: 

 Playground markings - £1,315 

 Wet Play boxes - £348 

 Marquee for World Book Day - £63 

 Microphones for the Hall - £243 

 8 x Picnic Benches for the Playground - £800 

 ParentMail set-up to streamline future payments - £79 
 

Which leaves us with £4,000 remaining in the pot, which gets us off to a flying start for our next target … to raise  

£7,000 to fund the construction of an outdoor classroom to further benefit and enhance our children’s learning 

environment  as well as provide them with a much needed shaded area in the playground. 

With your help our children could benefit from this … 

 

With your continued support we know we can achieve this. So please do continue to support our events, as we are so 

close to achieving our goal already!  We have lots of fun events coming soon, so watch this space.   

Thank you all once again! 



 
Dates for your Diary 

Important Note:  Important dates for your diary can now also be located in the notice board outside of the entrance to 

the School. This is as a result of feedback received from Parents which asked for a more streamlined Newsletter, as 

well as the need to have important information displayed in the notice board. 

Monday 19 March 2018 

SATS Talk 
KS1 – 3.20PM 
KS2 – 4.00PM 
Parents Welcome 

Monday 19 March 2018 
Warburton’s Healthy Eating Workshop 
Year 3/4  

Thursday 22 March 2018 
Panini UK 
Pop Up Russia World Cup Giveaway 
Outside School at pick-up 

Friday 23 March 2018 
Taster Afternoon for Parents 
Hosted by Contract Dining Company 
Parents Welcome 

Friday 23 March 2018 
Parent Forum 
2.00PM 
Parents Welcome 

Tuesday 27 March 2018 
Open Afternoon 
3.30PM – 4.40PM 
Parents Welcome 

Wednesday 28 March 2018 Easter Egg Hunt 

Wednesday 28 March 2018 House Netball Event 

Thursday 29 March 2018 

Easter Service 
Ryarsh Church 
Service starts at: 1.30PM 
Parents Welcome 
Children can be collected from Church following Service 

Thursday 29 March 2018 End of Term 4 

Friday 30 March –  
Friday 13 April 2018 

EASTER BREAK 

Monday 16 April 2018 Start of Term 5 

Wednesday 18 April 2018 
KS2 Inter-Schools Maths Championship 
2.00PM – 3.00PM 
VIPS at Kings Hill 

Friday 20 April 2018 
Lunch with Parents – Year 2 
£2.85 per adult (Max 2 Adults) – Arrive by 11.45AM 
Parents Welcome 

Friday 20 April 2018 
Fizz Pop Science After School Club Starts 
Year 1-3 

Wednesday 2 May 2018 
NHS Screening 
Reception Class 

Friday 4 May 2018 Cultural Day 



 

Monday 7 May 2018 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 8 May 2018 KS1 SATS  

Thursday 10 May 2018 
Class Assembly – Year 1 
8.45AM 
Parents Welcome 

Monday 14 May 2018 KS2 SATS Week 

Thursday 17 May 2018 
Gruffalo Day 
Year 1 

Friday 18 May 2018 
Gruffalo Day 
Year 2 

Friday 18 May 2018 
Lunch with Parents – Year 3/4 
£2.85 per adult (Max 2 Adults) – Arrive by 11.45AM 
Parents Welcome 

Thursday 24 May 2018 
House Event 
Maths 

Friday 25 May 2018 End of Term 5 

Saturday 26 May 2018 
Summer Fayre 
Times TBC 

Monday 28 May 2018 – Friday 1 
May 2018  

HALF TERM 

Monday 4 June 2018 Start of Term 6 

Thursday 7 June 2018 
Fizz Pop Science After School Club Starts 
Year 4-6 

Friday 8 June 2018 UNICEF Sports Challenge 

Friday 8 June 2018 
Non-Uniform Day 
Gift donation 
In aid of the Father’s Day Secrets Room 

Wednesday 13 June 2018 

Year 3/4 
Matilda The Musical 
2.30PM Performance 
Children due back to school at approx. 7PM 

Friday 15 June 2018 Father’s Day Secrets Room 

Friday 15 June 2018 
Lunch with Parents – Year 5/6 
£2.85 per adult (Max 2 Adults) – Arrive by 11.45AM 
Parents Welcome 

Wednesday 20 June 2018 
Port Lympne Safari Trip 
KS1 (Year R, 1 & 2) 

Friday 22 June 2018 Art Day 

Monday 2 July 2018 Year 5/6 Production 



 

 

Tuesday 7 July 2018 Year 5/6 Production 

Friday 6 July 2018 Sports Day 

Monday 9 – 13 July 2018 Transition Week 

Monday 16 – 20 July 2018 Transition Week 

Thursday 19 July 2018 
Leavers Service 
1PM 
Parents Welcome 

Thursday 19 July 2018 
Leavers Evening 
Year 6 Pupils 
Starts at: 6PM 

Friday 20 July 2018 END OF TERM 6 

Wednesday 5 September 2018 Start of new school year 


