
In light of a recent traumatic and tragic accident that happened locally, we thought 

that it would be a good idea to once again highlight the importance of road safety,  

and knowing the Green Cross Code. 

 

5 Road Safety Tips: 

1. Find a safe place to cross 

2. Stop before you get to the kerb 

3. Look and listen for traffic all around you 

4. If traffic is coming let it pass 

5. When it is safe go straight across the road - do not run 

 

What else can we do to help our children? Ensuring that we as adults set a good 

example, follow the Green Cross Code and point out any potential dangers will help 

children to remember instinctively the safest way to cross roads and remain safe in 

our community. 

 

As always, if you have any concerns regarding Road Safety or other Safeguarding 
issues and would like to discuss these further please contact the School’s  
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Nicola Craig, Head teacher or our Deputy  
Designated Safeguarding lead: Mrs Gemma Robinson, Year 3 and 4 teacher.  

It has been brought to our attention that Parents and Carers have been vaping on 
the playground and within school grounds. This is not permitted and not acceptable 
in front of the children. Anyone who is seeing doing this will be asked to leave the 
premises. If you have any queries regarding this please contact Mrs N Craig on 
n.craig@leybournechase.viat.org.uk 

Safeguarding: Road Safety 

Vaping on the playground 

In this Newsletter: 

 Safeguarding:  

 Attendance Update 

 Vaping 

 American Football 
Champions! 

 Afternoon Tea 

 Summer Dresses 

 Cultural Day & Y1 
Charity Book Sale 

 Parent reminders 

 Attendance and 
achievements 

 Dates for your diary 

27 April 2018 

Important dates: 

 30 April- 2.45PM 
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Session 
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 4 May 

Cultural Day 

Attendance Update 

As mentioned previously we have amended the way that we monitor attendance to 
ensure that we comply with the required attendance monitoring standards of the  
Local Authority. As a result, any child whose attendance is less than 95% will be 

notified that their attendance will be monitored.  

As part of our continuing efforts, the School Liaison Officer has invited in a selection 
of Parents whose children have below 95% attendance for an informal Coffee  
Afternoon to discuss ways in which we can work together to improve this. Letters 
have gone home. Please do let the school office know if you are unable to make it. 

It is important to also remember that: 

 All absences should be reported daily, and followed up by written confirmation 
of the absence via either hand written letter, email or ParentMail; 

 As per guidelines, holiday during term time will not be authorised, and may be 
subject to Penalty Notice; 
 

If you have any concerns over your child’s attendance, please email Mrs N Craig at: 
n.craig@leybournechase.viat.org.uk  

Whole 

school 

97% 

Panda 

Class 

97.5% 

Year 1 90.7% 

Year 2 99.7% 

Year 3/4 96.8% 

Year 5 96.8% 

Year 6 98.8% 

Attendance 

mailto:n.craig@leybournechase.viat.org.uk


Leybourne 7 triumph at their first American Football Finals! “I have taken 

many primary 

sport teams to 

many events but 

have never been 

as proud of a 

team as I am of 

this one.”  
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Yesterday saw our first ever trip to the Flag American Football Kent County Finals. 
In fact our VIPS at Leybourne Chase team were representing the Tonbridge and 
Malling District - and after just two training sessions and no competitive games! 
 
The plucky ‘Leybourne 7’ and their humble and unassuming coach (me) arrived in 
Canterbury late due to traffic. There were six other teams ready and set to go, two of 
which had qualified for the final in the same way as us - because nobody else in 

their district had entered. The remaining four teams had triumphed at 
district qualifiers - trampling over the broken dreams of a half dozen 
other teams to be at the finals in Canterbury and they looked fierce.  
  
The league stage began and our brave few showed no awareness of 
their underdog status, and the competition was extremely fierce.  
Other teams seemed to have brought dozens of players with them. 
We were often outnumbered and all sides showed terrific tenacity. 
When the dust settled and the first round was over, Leybourne 
Chase had three wins, two losses and a tie. I had been stunned at 
the grit and determination our team so far. We had come from behind 
to win on more than one occasion, and despite mistakes had never 
let their heads go down working brilliantly as a team. We had suf-
fered some defeats but had shown the heart to bounce back and win 
the following games. I was a very proud coach.  
  
As the knockout stages progressed it seemed like Leybourne had 
swept aside the first two teams in the blink of an eye, qualifying for 
the final. Our opponents - Lady Boswell’s - the reining County  
Champions from last year. As the two teams battled it out, terrific 

play, resolve and talent was shown by both sides. The referee of the game, a man I 
have known for some years and a very experienced player and coach, whispered to 
me about my team, “I’ve seen international teams who don’t defend that well.” When 
the dust settled and the final scores were announced, Leybourne Chase had won, 
14-11. We had won the county finals! Upon awarding us our medals, the referee told 
of how in all the years he had been involved in the game, he had never seen such a 
high standard of primary school American Football.  
  
To think that after just two weeks these seven children, who had not even heard of 
this game or been involved in competitive sport previously, would go onto display 
such heart and fighting spirit is an achievement in itself. But to go on and show such 
talent that they overthrow the reigning champions in their first competition - makes 
them heroes in my eyes. I have taken many primary sport teams to many events but 
have never been as proud of a team as I am of this one. As long as I shall live, I 
shall never forget the things I witnessed today, as long as I shall live. 

You’re Invited to Afternoon Tea 

 

By Mr M Holt 

We would like to invite Parent/Carers to join us for ‘Afternoon Tea’ to  
celebrate the marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. 

As part of our continuing partnership with Spadeworks, they will be providing 
the Scones, homemade jam and cream, as well as sandwiches for those 
Parent/Carers who pre-book their space for this event. 

Weather permitting we will be outside, and hope to have some music from 
Mr Shepherd to accompany our celebrations. 

Please make sure that you have paid and pre-booked your place for the  
Afternoon Tea by 12PM on Monday 14 May. Children’s donation of £1.50 
should also be paid by this date. 

FRIDAY 18 MAY - 2.00PM 

ADULTS - £5.00 

CHILDREN - £1.50 



Summer arrived (and promptly left) but our girls have made the most of 
the warm weather this past week with their lovely new summer dresses. I 
think you will agree that they look lovely. 

If you would like to purchase a school summer dress for your child please 
contact our school supplier, Pages Schoolwear, on  01622 753900 

Summer dresses 

Parent Reminders / Important Information: 

“The children will 

be taking part in a 

wide range of 

activities to 

celebrate and 

learn about 

different cultures”. 
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On Friday 4 May children will be taking part in our first ‘Cultural Day’. During the day 
children will be taking part in a wide range of activities to celebrate and learn about 
different cultures, including sampling different foods and participating in games.  

Each class teacher has elected to cover one culture, while we also have some Parent 
Volunteers coming in to talk to the children about their own cultures and involve the 
children in special activities. 

We hope that the children are looking forward to this as much as we are. 

Here’s our weekly round-up of current requests for donations and/or forms that need to be completed. 

 

 Lego – Donations of good or nearly new condition Lego are required 

 Year 1 – Donations of second-hand books for a planned charity book sale next term 

 Whole School – Class updates and homework, including spellings can be found on the school website 

 Year 6 – PGL Residential Trip: Parent Talk – Friday 27 April at 3.20PM 

Rights Respecting: 

This week’s rights respecting focus was on the school’s progress through its Rights Respecting journey. This  

started with the steering group touring the school to analyse how we are presenting ourselves as a Rights  

Respecting school and the learning that has taken place about and through rights.  They commented on things 

such as the RE display in the library and that all children have the right to freedom of thought, belief and religion, 

the sports equipment - as children have the right to the best possible health, and the computer suite - because all 

children have the right to access information. Moving forward we will continue to develop our school’s ethos. 

Rights Respecting Award Winner: The American Football Team 

Cultural Day 

Year 1 Charity Book Sale 

During lunch break and after school on Thursday 3 May, Year 1 will be holding a charity book sale in aid of a 
Mobile library for a Kenyan Primary School. Children are permitted to bring in some small change to purchase 
a book of their choice, or you can visit the book sale following pick-up on Thursday from 3.20PM. 

If you have any books you would be willing to donate, please drop these into the school office by Wednesday 2 
May at 12pm. 



 

Panda Class Madison H 

Year 1 Evie B 

Year 2 Sam H 

Year 3 and Year 4 Urszula C 

Year 5 Lottie B 

Year 6 Phoebe C 

Panda Class Casey B 

Year 1 Kian F 

Year 2 Georgie H 

Year 3 and Year 4  

Year 5 Skye S 

Year 6 The American Football Team 

Presentation Award: Star of the Week: 

Outside Achievements: 

Congratulations to Lily W, Gustavs, 
Ashli and Kian for their  

achievements outside of school. 

WELL DONE! 

Monday 30 April 2018 
Let’s Get Better Coffee Afternoon with School Liaison Officer 
2.45PM—Invitation Only 

Wednesday 2 May 2018 
NHS Screening 
Reception Class 

Friday 4 May 2018 Cultural Day 

Friday 4 May 2018 
Procedure for Entry into Secondary Education (PESE) Talk for Parents 
Parents Welcome 

Monday 7 May 2018 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 8 May 2018 KS1 SATS Week Starts 

Thursday 10 May 2018 
Class Assembly – Year 1 
8.45AM 
Parents Welcome 

Monday 14 May 2018 KS2 SATS Week 

Thursday 17 May 2018 
Gruffalo Day 
Year 1 

Friday 18 May 2018 
Gruffalo Day 
Year 2 

Friday 18 May 2018 
Afternoon Tea - to celebrate the Royal Wedding 
2PM  
Parents Welcome (Charges apply) 

Friday 18 May 2018 
Lunch with Parents – Year 3/4 
£2.85 per adult (Max 2 Adults) – Arrive by 11.45AM 
Parents Welcome 

Thursday 24 May 2018 
House Event 
Maths 

Friday 25 May 2018 End of Term 5 

Saturday 26 May 2018 
Summer Fayre 
Times TBC 

Monday 28 May 2018 – Friday 1 
May 2018 

HALF TERM 

Monday 4 June 2018 Start of Term 6 

Thursday 7 June 2018 
Fizz Pop Science After School Club Starts 
Year 4-6 

Friday 8 June 2018 UNICEF Sports Challenge 

Friday 8 June 2018 
Non-Uniform Day 
Gift donation 
In aid of the Father’s Day Secrets Room 

Dates for your Diary 


