
As the lighter nights and warmer weather becomes more frequent (hopefully!) its 

important to remain vigilant when it comes to the safety of our children, especially 

within the community. And, for many this means playing out on the development 

alone or with friends but without an adult present. 

 

While the law does not actually state an age when you can leave your child alone, it 

does state that it is an offence if your child is at risk when left alone. Allowing your 

child to play out in the community without adult supervision could potentially be seen 

as them being alone and at risk, due to various factors. 

 

Of course, you as the parent are the best person to judge whether your child is  

mature enough to be left alone, however the NSPCC  does advice that: 

 

 Children under 12 are rarely mature enough to be left  

alone for long periods 

 Children under 16 should not be left alone overnight, and  

 Babies, toddlers and young children should never be left alone. 

 

With this in mind, and the increase in pupils playing out in the community alone we 

would ask that you assess whether your child is indeed mature enough to be doing 

this without your supervision. 

 

The NSPCC have produced a useful guidance leaflet  - Is my child ready to go out 

alone? It can be viewed via this link:  https://bit.ly/2Kw9IGY 

 

As always, if you have any concerns regarding children playing out in the community 
or other Safeguarding issues and would like to discuss these further please contact 
the School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Nicola Craig, Headteacher or our 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding lead: Mrs Gemma Robinson, Year 3 and 4  
teacher. Alternatively, you can contact the NSPCC helpline on 0800 028 0285. 
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Important dates: 

 8 May - 11 May 

KS1 SATs 

 10 May 

Year 1 Class  
Assembly 

 14 May - 18 May 

KS2 SATs 

 18 May 

Year 3/4 Lunch with 
Parents 

 18 May 

Afternoon Tea 

Uniform 

Panda 

Class 

98.3% 

Year 1 95.8% 

Year 2 98.7% 

Year 3/4 98.8% 

Year 5 100% 

Year 6 96.5% 

Attendance 

As you know a VIAT school strives for excellence at all times. We take huge pride in 
our uniform and it is an integral aspect of what we expect for our children. We  
really have appreciated the support from our parents of our uniform policy this year. 
This is one aspect of the school that is commented on by the wider community and 
one of which the children are very proud. We would not receive these wonderful 
comments without your support.   
 
I would therefore like to thank you in advance on behalf of the Trust and Mrs Craig 
for your support of our school coats. We understand that this is a big purchase, but 
the quality of the coat is indeed very good and if purchased correctly, it will last the 
children for several Autumn/Winter seasons.   
 
We will of course, add used coats to our regular uniform sales to help parents, and 
will offer financial support to any parent in need of help. 
 
I am sure that you will agree with me that the children look very smart in our uniform 
and that the coat helps to reinforce our high expectations both at school and in the 
local community.  
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Cultural Day ...  

“ Pupils took a trip 

around the world 

to experience 

different cultures 

as part of our  first 

Cultural Day”  

Throughout the day all of the children have been taking a trip around the world to 

experience different cultures as part of our Cultural Day. Children have enjoyed 

various activities including painting the Sistine Chapel,  making Chinese lanterns, 

tasting various foods from around the world, and even took part in a mini Highland 

Games. Children also enjoyed sessions with a Nigerian children’s entertainer,  

organised by  Mrs Onibon-Oje and Mrs Aiyegbusi. 

 

Overall, the day was a huge success and the children had a 

wonderful day experiencing all the different cultures. 

 

Parent/ Carers are reminded again to ONLY park in designated parking bays in the school car park and should 
NOT block crossing areas for adults and children. 

Parking / Road Safety: 

Special Thanks to: 

We would like to extend special thanks to Mrs Bauden-Smith and Mrs Parakh for 
coming into school to offer workshops to the children, and to Mrs Onibon-Oje and 
Mrs Aiyegbusi for organising the amazing Olubella, a Nigerian children’s entertainer 
who kept the children busy for most of the afternoon! 

 



Morning Drop-Off: Children being left unattended 

Parent Reminders / Important Information: 

“As part of our 

continued efforts 

to improve 

communication 

the following trips 

are planned for 
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It has been reported that on a number of occasions lately children are being left unattended with the school 
grounds prior to the beginning of the school day. Additionally, these children are also reported to be putting 
themselves at risk by playing in the school car park, on foot or on scooters, which as you can appreciate is  
extremely dangerous. 
 
I would like to remind you that it is not permitted for your child to be left unattended within the school grounds. 
Unfortunately, children are not the responsibility of the school, until they enter the school building when the 
school day starts at 8.30am. 
  
Sadly, your child would be at risk if they are left unsupervised; we naturally want to safeguard all our children – 
hence, our reason for including this reminder on the newsletter. It is therefore important that you are aware that 
should anything happen to them during this period, it would be the responsibility of you as the parent, and not 
the school. We do not want to put you in a difficult position. 
  
Likewise, children should not be left in the school reception area to wait for the door to open at 8.30am. If this 
continues to happen we may be forced to close the reception area until the start of school which would be at 
the detriment of other Parent/Carers, who may need to speak with us about important matters to do with their 
child’s education. 
  
Those who continue to leave their children unattended within school premises, will firstly be contacted by the 
school and if after this they continue to be left, then we may be forced to contact local authorities to report that 
your child is being left at risk regularly. 
  
If you would like to discuss this matter further, please contact the school office to arrange an appointment with 
Mrs N Craig. We do hope that you appreciate that your child’s safety is of up most importance to us and it is for 
this reason that we feel the need to include this reminder in the school newsletter. 

Trips/Events during Summer Term 

As part of our continued efforts to improve communication, the following trips/events 
are  scheduled for Terms 5 & 6 (including estimated costs for each trip/event): 

 Wednesday 13 June - Year 3/4 - Theatre trip (Matilda) - £35 per pupil 

 Monday 18-22 June - Year 6 - Residential  

 Wednesday 20 June - Year R/1/2 - Port Lympne Wildlife Park - £25 per pupil 

 Monday 2 July / Tuesday 3 July - Year 5/6 - Production - Ticket costs apply 

Here’s our weekly round-up of current requests for donations and/or forms that need to be completed. 

 

 Year 1 – Class assembly, Thursday 10 May at 8.45AM 

 Whole School – Book your space at our Afternoon Tea by Monday 14 at 12pm - Adults £5, pupils £1.50 

 Whole School – Class updates and homework, including spellings can be found on the school website 

 Year 6 – PGL Residential Trip: outstanding payments should be paid ASAP. 

Rights Respecting: 

This week our focus has been on Soccer Aid  for UNICEF, which as a school we are going to be campaigning  
towards. Soccer Aid is a football match consisting of famous stars and football legends, with the aim to raise  
money so that world can grow up healthy, happy and safe, Over the last 10 years they have raised £24million.  
 
On 8 June , in support of Soccer Aid  to raise money to support children around the world, we will be taking part 
in the school playground challenge, where an obstacle course will be set up and children and staff will have to 
bounce, dribble, throw or skip a football around the course. Each child, for a small contribution of £2 will be able 
to come to school on the day in a football/sports kit and take part in the challenge in the afternoon. For every 
pound we raise, the UK government will double it, enabling more children to benefit from the campaign.  

Rights Respecting Award Winner: Imogen McLay 



 

Panda Class Finley L 

Year 1 Ceira C 

Year 2 Jayden OG 

Year 3 and Year 4 Harrison S 

Year 5 Florence M 

Year 6 Nyla F 

Panda Class Ishan P 

Year 1 Sienna M 

Year 2 Louis Y 

Year 3 and Year 4 Stanley B 

Year 5 Jamie A-J 

Year 6 Jacob R 

Presentation Award: Star of the Week: 

Outside Achievements: 

Congratulations to Georgie H and Christopher W for 
their achievements outside of school. 

WELL DONE! 

Monday 7 May 2018 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 8 May 2018 KS1 SATS 

Thursday 10 May 2018 
Class Assembly – Year 1 
8.45AM 
Parents & Siblings Welcome 

Monday 14 May 2018 KS2 SATS Week 

Thursday 17 May 2018 
Gruffalo Day 
Year 1 

Friday 18 May 2018 
Gruffalo Day 
Year 2 

Friday 18 May 2018 
Lunch with Parents – Year 3/4 
£2.85 per adult (Max 2 Adults) – Arrive by 11.45AM 
Parents Welcome  

Friday 18 May 2018 
Afternoon Tea - Whole school 
£5 per adult, £1.50  
Parents Welcome  

Thursday 24 May 2018 
House Event 
Maths 

Friday 25 May 2018 End of Term 5 

Saturday 26 May 2018 
Summer Fayre 
Times TBC 

Monday 28 May 2018 – Friday 1 
May 2018 

HALF TERM 

Monday 4 June 2018 Start of Term 6 

Thursday 7 June 2018 
Fizz Pop Science After School Club Starts 
Year 4-6 

Friday 8 June 2018 UNICEF Sports Challenge 

Friday 8 June 2018 
Non-Uniform Day 
Gift donation 
In aid of the Father’s Day Secrets Room 

Wednesday 13 June 2018 
Theatre trip - Matilda 
Year 3-4 
£35 per pupil  

Dates for your Diary 


