
   Derby Drive 

   Leybourne Chase  

           West Malling        

Kent ME19 5FF 

 

T: 01732 840908 

 E: office@leybournechase.viat.org.uk 

    www.leybournechase.viat.org.uk 
 

 

 
 

23 April 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Year 5/6 Parents and Carers,  
 
Re: Planned series of lessons at school surrounding political issues  
 
Since July 2015, all schools have a legal responsibility (PREVENT duty) to “have due regard 
to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism”. This means we have a duty 
to protect the children in our school from extreme and violent views and to provide a safe 
place for them to discuss these issues, so they have a better understanding about how to 
protect themselves. 
 
As a result, over the next term, Year 5 and 6 will be undertaking a series of lessons at school 
surrounding political issues, including extremism and radicalisation. The lessons aim to 
develop children’s resilience to these issues, putting them in a stronger position to reject 
extremist views. Planned lessons will include current issues, such as radicalisation, terrorism 
and other political issues, in an age-appropriate way, whilst also developing the children’s 
knowledge and understanding of key terms such as: prejudice, discrimination, propaganda 
and stereotyping.  
 
The lessons are designed to encourage children to:  
 

 Take part in open discussion around the subject - this will include opportunities to 
weigh evidence, debate and make reasoned arguments; 

 Challenge prejudices and racism; 

 Develop their ability to think critically; 

 Listen to and respect the views of others, whilst also discussing their own opinions; 

 Develop their understanding of other religions and beliefs; 

 Build resilience through exploring British Values such as democracy, rule of law, 
individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs; 

 Extend their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development; 

 Relate their learning to the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. 
 
The lesson structure will be as follows: 
 

 Lesson 1: Different types of truth 

 Lesson 2: Understanding the terms ‘prejudice’ and ‘discrimination’ 

 Lesson 3: Recognising and comparing different religions 

 Lesson 4: The importance of treating each religion equally 

 Lesson 5: Understanding what is meant by ‘racism’ 

 Lesson 6: Understanding what is meant by ‘radicalisation’ and ‘extremism’ 
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We recognise that some of these topics may be sensitive areas for discussion and so felt it 
appropriate to inform you of our plan for this unit of work.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns surrounding this, please do not hesitate to contact 
Miss Carlow or Mrs Craig via the School office.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
 
Miss Carlow  
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