
Another hectic week in year 4! 
 In maths, we have worked with negative numbers and talking about when we might 
encounter negative numbers in real life, such as when reading temperature. We played a 
game called ‘tug of war’ where the children worked in pairs to either drag their counter 
towards the negative end of the number line or the positive end. It really enforced our 
understanding of negative numbers being below zero and that the further into the negative 
numbers we go, the smaller the numbers get. I even saw some of the children playing the 
game at break time during wet play! Later in the week, we started to look at counting in 25s 
and any patterns we notice. 
 In English, we have tried to combine our descriptive work (using nouns, verbs, 
adverbs and adjectives) with ISPACE, which is a brilliant way for the children to uplevel their 
sentence openers. We started by watching an animation called ‘The Dragonslayer’ and 
retelling the story using ISPACE, before moving onto a character description of a Viking 
dragonslayer. The class loved it! At the end of the week we started to use direct speech 
along with ISPACE, hoping to produce a piece for our new display in the corridor.  
 In topic, we discussed the water cycle and the terms evaporation, condensation and 
precipitation. We even learnt the water cycle song which some, if not quite all, of the class 
loved. 
 With regards to times tables this year I have begun a weekly test which replicates 
the one the children will be confronted with in term 6. This means the children will get 25 
times tables questions, with only 6 seconds to answer each question. The test focuses on 
the 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 times tables, knowing that children struggle with these the most. In our 
initial assessment, the class averaged around 8 or 9 correct answers out of 25. In some cases 
this was because of a lack of knowledge of the aforementioned times tables, in others 
because the children panicked as they saw the time tick away. Obviously we will all have to 
improve greatly by the end of the year as the pass mark is 20/25. I implore you to practice 
them with your child at home, so they have the best chance to better their learning, not 
only for the test but also in every other area in maths. A good game to use is called ‘monster 
multiplication’ and can be located on www.purplemash.com underneath the ‘games’ 
section. Children also now have a login for a new trial the school are running on a website 
called www.whizz.com. This is a maths based assessment which works in a similar way to 
accelerated reader. Children can access this at home and I would encourage to use it for up 
to an hour a week. 
 
Ask your child: 

• Which is larger: -9 or -8? 

• Can you improve this ‘sick sentence’: The giant burst through the ground. He roared. 
People ran away screaming. 

• What is the scientific name for the process of water turning from a liquid into a gas? 

http://www.purplemash.com/
http://www.whizz.com/

