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This week, Year 5 began to explore their new topic in English ‘Narrative Poetry’. Within this 

unit the children will explore the poem ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes and by the end of 

the term will be aiming to produce their own narrative poem inspired by their learning. To 

develop their understanding of the poem this week, the children looked into the history of 

highwaymen and made predications about their character. They will begin next week by 

developing their understanding of the storyline behind the poem, through drama, descriptive 

writing and analysis of stanzas.  

In Maths, Year 5 spent the first half of the week revising topics that they have covered so far, 

including place value, addition and subtraction and multiplication. The children took part in a 

maths quiz to test their knowledge and applied their learning to reasoning and problem 

solving tasks.  

In art this week, to support their learning in topic on rainforests the children looked into the 

work of Henri Rousseau - a famous French painter born in 1844. Henri Rousseau is best 

known for his jungle scenes such as ‘Tiger in a Tropical Storm’. In the lesson, the children 

learnt about his life and analysed a piece of his artwork considering the colours, textures and 

themes within his work. Over the next few weeks the children will be experimenting with 

producing art in the style of Rousseau, learning about different plants of the rainforest to 

support them with this.  

Questions to ask your child: 

• What were Highwaymen? Why were they famous? 

• Who was the most famous Highwayman? 

• What is 3456 x 78? 

• What was interesting about Henri Rousseau? 

Spellings for next week: 

Doubt, design, honest, autumn, raspberry, whistle, knight, answer, knowledge, vehicle.  

Notices: 

Just a reminder that children wishing to enter their 500 word stories to the BBC 2 

competition should ensure that they submit their stories via the link by 8th March. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/28zgDX98FnDYbN9j1jbk4HS/500-words-2019.  

 

Star of the week: Scarlett Wi ☺  

Presentation award: Scarlet H-S  ☺  
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