
	
	

Year 5 Weekly Update 

Date: 12.1.18 
Happy New Year! 

This week, Year 5 have begun to explore the story they will be reading this term - 
Hansel and Gretel by Michael Morpurgo. They engaged in a number of tasks, 
including descriptive writing and comprehension, to develop their understanding of 
character and to aid them in analysing language choices made by the author.  

In maths, they began the week recapping work from last term. I have been so 
impressed with the children and how they have applied themselves to these 
activities. If you would like to do any work with your children at home, then some of 
the areas that I would suggest from our recap sessions are: 

• Common factors 
• Practising short multiplication and division 
• Refreshing on reading, comparing and ordering numbers - including using the 

words ascending and descending.  

In non-core subjects this week: 

• Japanese - on Tuesday the children had their first session of Japanese, 
where they recapped on their learning from last year and learnt a song about 
different parts of the body.  

• In RE this week, Year 5 were joined by Year 6 to begin their topic on Sikhism. 
This week’s learning involved the children analysing a quote written by Guru 
Nanak (the founder of Sikhism), who said that “All religions are different paths 
up the same mountain”. I was very impressed with some of the insightful 
responses that the children gave, including: ‘the mountain could represent life 
and we are all taking our own journeys up the mountain of life’ and ‘this could 
mean that all religions should be treated with respect as they are all reaching 
towards the top, which might be where their God is’. Following this, the 
children worked together to research different religions and to engage in art 
activities to produce a display of this quote. Pictures will follow next week! 

Next week:  

We will continue to read the story of Hansel and Gretel, engaging in opportunities for 
drama and writing.  

In maths, we will be exploring statistics, including reading, interpreting and 
comparing information in tables and timetables.  

 

 



	
Notices: 

Just a reminder that Years 5 and 6 will be visiting the Sikh Gurdwara next 
Wednesday (17th January), to facilitate their learning surrounding Sikhism this term.  

 

Presentation award: Calum 

Star of the week: Hayden 

 


