
 
 

Year 5 Weekly Update 

Date: 20.4.18 

This week, Year 5 began their topic of decimals in maths. They looked at reading 

and writing decimal numbers and relating these to fractions and have been 

extending their understanding of place value through this. The children used 

resources, such as dienes, to extend their understanding and prove their answers.  

In English, Year 5 began to read ‘Stormbreaker’ by Anthony Horowitz. The children 

spent this week’s lessons considering language choices used by the author and how 

these create effect, whilst also spending time considering genre.  

This term marks the beginning of the school’s Novel Study approach. This term’s 

book for Year 5 is ‘A Wrinkle in Time’. The approach aims to develop children’s 

reading skills, including developing expression, fluency and comprehension whilst 

also extending the children’s vocabulary. The children spend each session with 

opportunities to be read to and to read to the class and they then follow this by 

answering a range of comprehension questions. 

This terms LORIC family focus is ‘Raj Resilience’. The aim of these sessions is to 

develop children’s understanding of what resilience is and to encourage them to 

persevere and be resilient themselves. In this week’s lesson, Year 5 were given the 

challenge to learn the cup song. This required them to be resilient and keep 

practising in order to develop their confidence and accuracy in completing the task. I 

was particularly impressed with Oliver in this lesson as, despite finding the task very 

challenging, he altered his mind-set and continued to practise and at the end of the 

lesson was able to perform the cup song beautifully!! 

In computing this week, Year 5 began their explorations into ‘algorithms’. To achieve 

this, the class had to programme their teacher robot (Carlowbot) to make a jam 

sandwich. The process required the children to consider their instructions carefully 

and to debug (correct) errors in their instructions. The children then used this 

experience to write their own set of instructions for how to make a jam sandwich, 

which they then tested with their friends.  

Questions to ask your children about this week’s learning: 

• How many hundredths in 0.275? 

• What is one tenth, 4 thousandths and 3 hundredths as a decimal? 

• What genre is Stormbreaker? How do you know? 

• What is an algorithm? 

Next week: 

In Maths, Year 5 will continue to explore decimals, including comparing and ordering 

decimals.  



 
In English, the children will continue to read Stormbreaker and will develop their 

understanding of the text through written work, discussion, art and drama.  

Star of the week: Oliver ☺ 

Presentation Award: Marcus ☺  


