
 
 

Year 3 Weekly Update 

Date: 17.01.20 

 

On Tuesday, the children took part in a virtual reality workshop all about 

Volcanoes. They had the opportunity to view a number of virtual frames 

and images exploring how volcanoes are structured, different types of 

volcanoes and even having virtual tours of some famous volcanoes in 

the world. The children had the chance to view active volcanoes in 

Russia and Ethiopia and even had a virtual experience of the super 

volcano in Yellowstone National Park, USA.  

Following the experience, the children commented on a number of 

amazing facts that they learnt, these included: 

• That there is such a thing as a super volcano. 

• That to be classed as ‘dormant’ a volcano has to have not erupted 
for over 10,000 years. If it has been 9,999 years since it last 
erupted then it is still classed as active.  

• That a person who studies volcanoes is called a ‘volcanologist.’ 

• That if the super volcano in Yellowstone National Park erupted, 
then it would cover the whole of the United States in a blanket of 
black ash.  

• That farmers tend to live by volcanoes as lava carries nutrients 
and minerals that help to make the soil fertile. 

 

On Thursday, the children spent their topic lesson answering the 

question ‘what is globalisation?’ They explored this through 

understanding how globalisation applies to a pair of jeans. The children 

were given a number of fact cards about different countries that 

contributed to making a pair of jeans, e.g. being stonewashed in Turkey 

and the cotton being grown in Pakistan. They then used this information 

to colour in a map of the world to show all the countries that had a part in 

the design, manufacture and sale of the jeans.  

 

 



 
 

Following this, the children considered what globalisation means and as 

a class we discussed how globalisation is “the world becoming more and 

more connected as a result of increased trade and exchange of ideas 

and culture.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English this week, the children wrote a poem inspired by the story 

‘Pebble In My Pocket’. They explored how to use similes, metaphors and 

personification to extend imagery in their writing. Here is a shared write 

we did as a class:  

My pebble is as small as a button, 

It is a motorbike zooming down the muddy, colossal river, 

As big as a baby crab’s head but as miniature as a seed, 

Battered and bruised by the howling wind, my pebble flies in the creek 

like a helicopter soaring in the baby blue sky, 

The pebble is like a swan dancing down the river, 

Peacefully, my pebble floats on the shimmering sea, 

As white as a shiny gem, 

The glowing pebble glittering and glistening like a star in the night sky. 

 



 
Questions to ask your child: 

• What causes a volcano to form? 

• What are the different parts of a volcano? 

• What is a metaphor? 

• What is globalisation? 

Spellings: 

The children will be asked to add a suffix remembering what to do. 

Quick, absolute, perfect, original, general, actual, easy, hasty, happy, 

merry. 

Due 24th January.  

Notices and key dates: 

PE will now be every Tuesday and Thursday. Please could the children 

have full PE kit in on these days and always have a pair of trainers at 

school so that they can partake in the mile run.  

 

Star of the week: Terrence ☺  

Presentation award: Jake ☺  
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