
 

 

This week the children have looked at fronted adverbials to describe time, place and feeling. Fronted 
adverbials are an important device used to add detail and variety to writing, We started this process by looking 
at what an adverb is and how it is different to an adverbial. Then, using a bank of fronted adverbials, the 
children sequenced a short animation and wrote what was happening at each point in the story using a 
fronted adverbial. Once the children became fluent in this, we looked at describing a setting using fronted 
adverbials and other devices to bring their settings to life. I am so impressed by the progress the children have 
made in their writing of late; they are really starting to think of themselves as authors and are questioning the 
decisions they make when they write something down.  

In novel study, we have finished Mr.Stink! The class have absolutely loved the text and many of them 
scored 100% when they quizzed on it. I have even said to the children I will attempt to find the DVD of the TV 
adaptation so we can watch it in class. In terms of Accelerated Reader, the children have passed an astonishing 
93% of their quizzes this week, getting 90% of the questions correct! Well done year 4!  

The children also had the chance to wear red on Friday as part of Red Nose Day. 
In maths, we have spent this week looking at different methods of division. We started with chunking, 

representing division as a form of repeated subtraction. Once the children were confident with this method, 
we moved onto short division or ‘bus stop’ method. We are planning on doing continued practice with this 
method, making sure the children are absolute fluent and secure before moving onto the next part of the 
maths curriculum. 

In PE, we continued our dance unit, looking at how we can move in canon and unison as part of a 
group. The children were brilliant, putting a range of dance movements together in different ways as part of a 
performance. Unfortunately, the weather on Tuesday completely washed out our outdoor PE session. In 
computing, we have looked at stop motion animation and created our own contraptions which we will 
animate next week. In science, we studied different types of switch and why they are used, making our own 
circuits with a range of switches. 
 
Questions to ask your child: 

• Spot the fronted adverbial in this sentence. Does it describe time, place or feeling? Have I missed 
anything?  

Cautiously she tip-toed into the forest. 

• Show 2 different methods of solving this problem: 72 ÷ 3 

• Find as many different types of switch in your own home as possible. 
 


