
This week in year 4 we have started working on creating information texts about 
ourselves before moving on to create a non-fiction text about an African animal, 
linking to our novel in novel study. In order to do this, we looked at the features of 
non-fiction texts and what makes them different to fiction texts. On each table we 
had a selection on non fiction texts and we used sticky notes to identify the 
headings, sub-headings, glossaries and indexes in each book. We then discussed 
the purpose of these features and showed this in our work, before moving on to 
planning an information text about ourselves. 
 In maths we have begun our multiplication and division unit, learning to 
multiply and divide by 10 and 100. I have banned the children from saying “we add a 
zero” or “we take off a zero” and instead we have looked at multiplying and dividing 
in terms of place value; where the digits move on a place value chart and where 
place holders must be included. We have used this knowledge to work on our related 
number facts. For example, if I know 6 x 4 then I also know 60 x 4, 600 x 4 or 60 x 
40. This will help the children later in the unit when they have to multiply 2 digit 
numbers by 1 digit numbers. 
 In topic, we have looked at identifying different countries in Africa using an 8 
point compass, whilst in science we have investigated how sound changes over 
distance and made our own string telephones to show how sound travels better 
through solids than it does through gas and why this is the case. In RE, we have 
started to look at prayer, understanding how prayer is a form of conversation 
between the worshipper and their God. We looked at this in the context of our own 
lives and who we turn to when we’re in trouble; specifically how our loved ones can’t 
just wave a magic wand and solve all our problems, but offer guidance and support 
in times of trouble. 
 Next week, we will begin to research our chosen African animal for our 
information text and continue our multiplication and division unit. 
  


