
 

 

This week the children have worked extremely hard using ISPACE to vary their sentence openers when writing 
a character description. We started by looking at a picture of a Viking dragon catcher, picking nouns, 
describing them and writing a character description using a range of descriptive language. As the week went 
on., we refined these descriptions by looking at how we start our sentences. For this we used the ISPACE 
model, which encourages the children to use ‘ing’ words, similes, prepositions, adverbs, connectives or ‘ed’ 
words to open their sentences. By Friday, the children’s writing had improved dramatically, and they were 
rightly proud of their efforts.  

In novel study, we are reaching the latter stages of Mr. Stink. The children are still absolutely loving 
the text and continue to be very enthusiastic with their reading. Speaking of which, it has been a real pleasure 
to see how the children have started this term with their quizzing. As a class, we are aiming to pass at least 
85% of our quizzes and as I write this, we have passed just over 86% of them. This is a huge improvement on 
last term, where we only passed 68.75% of the quizzes we took. Keep it up Year 4!  

The children also had the chance to show their enthusiasm for reading on Friday with the school 
celebration of World Book Day and there were some fabulous costumes! Well done to all involved for the 
amount of effort you put in! 
 
In maths, we have spent this week looking at different methods of multiplying 2 and 3 digit numbers by 1 digit 
numbers. This included grid method, expanded column and column methods. To show mastery of the 
curriculum, the children must be familiar with tackling the same problem in different ways and as a class we 
have really focused on this. As the week has gone on, we have begun to challenge ourselves with different 
methods of division, starting with chunking. We will become more familiar with this next week.  
 
In PE, we started our dance unit, looking at how we can represent finding a golden ticket using 5 different 
dance actions. We also continued our football unit, this week practising our shooting. On Friday we did a range 
of World Book Day activities, including a BBC live lesson in the afternoon.  
 
Questions to ask your child: 

• Rearrange this sentence so it has an ISPACE starter: He had hands as dry as sandpaper. 

• Show 2 different methods of solving this problem: 236 x 4. 

• Name 3 different types of dance action. 
 


